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OOD advertising is your touch with the sources 
of supply. Do you make use of it as much 
as you might ? 

















Recreated 
By Laurel Erskine-M.- Nicolson . 
(Genesis 1; John 1.) 


OVE o’er my waiting soul 
Thou brooding Dove of God, 
And I shall no more be 
Without form and void. 


Create around—within 

Thy bright and morning light. 
And in my way I’ll watch 

The Daysprigg break the night. 


Reveal in me the will 
All lower powers to rule. 

Make Heaven my dwelling place— | 
And earth my lowly stool. 


Oh, set upon my brow 
The image of thy sign— 

The glory of thy name— 
For ever graven thine! 


And as Creation is 
Thy great apology 

Thy powers redeemed shall be 
Thy grand doxology. 


Gospel Harvests Before the Earthquake 


God works in grace before men’s sins bring down 
judgments. While readers of The Sunday School 
Times. are grieving with the rest of the world over 
the destruction to life and property wrought by the 
earthquake in Japan, it is good to recall that the Gos- 
pel has been:preached in that land during recent years 
in supe ‘power and success, In-the Times: of 
May 26 was published a letter from Evangelist Paul 
Kanamori which told of 19,532 definite acceptances 
of Christ as a result of his preaching his famous 
Three-Hour Sermon on “God, Sin, and Salvation” 
to 70,000 unbelievers during the year 1922. Likewise 
he estimated that as a result of gifts from the west- 
ern world the sermon in print had gone to half a 
million. people. No doubt Mr. Kanamori had con- 
tinued this blessed ministry up to the time of the great 
calamity. His home-is in Tokyo, in the heart of the 
earthquake zone, but many are hoping that he was 








away preaching and that his useful life may have 
been spared. Faithful missionaries, foreign and na- 
tive, have likewise been adding to the harvest of 
saved souls. We may praise God that many who 
faced this sudden destruction are in glory to-day as 
a result of all this faithful ministry. What reason 
have we in America to believe that this land is im- 
mune from similar catastrophe? “Are we ready if it 
should come? ; 

The Japan Evangelistic Band has been asked to re- 
ceive and distribute funds for the relief of Japan. 
Many Christians wish their gifts to go through some 
spiritual organization, especially for the relief of 
.God’s suffering children, and the Japan Evangelistic 
Band has consented to act on behalf of those who 
wish their gifts to be distributed among those Jap- 
anese Christians and workers who have suffered such 
great loss. William S. Wills and Archie L. Dyer, 
1214 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Pa., are 
acting as joint honorary treasurers of this fund. 


a 
Keeping Books for the Lord 


Routine is rejoicing, when God is in it. A 
praise-and-prayer reminder from the Belgian Gospel 
Mission recently contained the following item: “In 
a certain Bible of which we know, Psalm 84: 10 reads 
a little differently from, for instance, your Bible. It 
reads: ‘I had rather be a,’ but over the word ‘door- 
keeper’ there has been written in ink ‘bookkeeper,’ 
and_then it continues ‘in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents’ of wickedness,’.. The owner of 
that Bible had said to a group of friends that she 
enjoyed all the activities of the business life she was 
following, save the accounting; that she would never 
do again. A short time later she consecrated her life 
to God and was promptly led into a secretaryship 


in an extensive Christian work where she was at once 


— 


iven bookkeeping with the duties assigned to her. 

aving promised the Lord she would do anything and 
all things he might require of her, she could not re- 
fuse this, For him she undertook it, and found that 
even this dreaded service became wondrously happy. 
With thanksgiving she wrote in her Bible this testi- 
mony, ‘I-had rather be a bookkeeper in the house of 
my God than anything else.” In our own surrender 
to the Lord have we included that bit of routine or 
drudgery that we like least of all? Have we, by 
faith in him, let him work the miracle of turning it 


into joy for us? 
a” 


Modernist Rescue Missions ? 

Does denial of- God’s Word save souls? Daes 
agnosticism, or uncertainty, concerning the inviolable 
truth and efficacy of what God has declared, give 
life to the dead? While Modernists are rejoicing in 
their emancipation from the narrowness and “obscur- 
antism” of the old-fashioned faith, do they find that 
they themselves have a message which works miracles 
in the morally down and out? A reader of the Times 
writes: “I do not recall having seen in any writing on 
the subject any reference to the utter inadequacy of 
the Modernist message in the case of derelicts who 
frequent rescue missions. Is there a single rescue 
mission in all the broad land which is conducted on 
the basis of such teaching? I do not know of one, 
and I am convinced that any attempt to conduct them 
on that basis would meet with failure. Aside from 
anything else, this looks like a fatal defect in their 
teaching, although I do not suppose they would see 
it in that light: Tf-they” t-the-need of this 
class, what are they. good for?” A gospel that does 
not offer uttermost salvation to the uttermost sinner 
is “another gospel: which is not another; but there 
be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gos- 
pel of Christ.” 


‘The Real Dawn Man 


Who Was He? Is the Biblical Story Historical, Reasonable, Scientific 3 


HO was the being that stood at the dawn of 
W ewan history looking out into the future 

with questioning eyes? What kind of being 
was he? Was he created a rational being at the 
start? Or was he an ape-like creature of bestial 
lineage, just emerging into the status of human intelli- 
gence? Was he placed in a garden or evolved in a 
jungle? 

The purpose of this editorial will be to indicate 
whether the Biblical account of the genesis of the 
human family is scientific, historical, and rational, 
or the reverse. Perhaps we might be justified in 
saying at this point, if the Biblical narrative were 
true, it would afford an adequate explanation of man, 


his personality, his ethical and spiritual nature. The * 


word “adequate” is used ‘advisedly in this connection 
and context, because it seems impossible to believe that 
the non-personal could ever have evolved, by means; 
of merely resident forces, igto the personal, the un- 
conscious into the conscious, the non-sentient into the 
sentient, the fion-moral and non-spiritual into. the 
moral and the spiritual. The law of causality dwells 
as an axiom in the very structure of the human mind, 





The .writer of this editorial is well known to readers of 
The Sunday School Times as Dr. Leander S. Keyser, Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology in Hamma Divinity School 
of Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio. Dr. Keyser is also 
the author of “Contending for the Faith” (Geo. H. Doran 
Co., New York, $3); “A System of Christian Evidence,” 
“A System of General Ethics? (Lutheran Literary Board, 
Burlington, Iowa, $1.75 each), and other books. This study 
is timely as shedding a very helpful sidelight on the first 
lesson of the new Whole Bible Lesson Course, “The Perfec- 
tion of Creation,” which is being treated in this issue of 
the Times as it bégins to furnish lesson helps on this new 
course along with those that: it has always supplied on 
the International. Lessons. .Dr. Keyser’s study will be 
concluded in next week’s. issue. 





which law is that every effect and event must have 
an adequate cause; that a greater cannot come from a 
lesser, or a higher quality out of a lower; that nothing 
can rise higher than its source. Therefore, whatever 
can be “rolled out” (evolved) must have been pre- 
viously “rolled in” (involved). Now, since we find 
personalities in the world to-day, it is reasonable to 
believe that their ultimate cause must be personality. 
To think 6therwise would seem to be absurd. There- 
fore, since the Biblical narratives assign as the cause 
of man’s origin an all-wise and ‘all-powerful personal 
God, we can at least safely assert that this account 
affords an adequate cause and explanation of all 
human phenomena, including the highest characteris- 
o> Is there reason to accept the Biblical account as 
true 
According to the Holy Scriptures, interpreted in the 
clear, honest, literal sense, the real “dawn man and 
woman” were brought into existence by a direct act 
of divine creation (Gen. 1:27): “And God created 
man in his own image; in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them.” Then God 
immediately “blessed them,” and commanded them to 
be “fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it”; also to have dominion OVer the rest’ of the 
creation. The word for “créate” is used three tiffies in 
this verse. It is bara in the Hebrew, ard is the word 
used in the first verse of the Bible, which says, “In the 
beginning God created [bara] the heavens and the 
earth.” - To be consistent, if the word “create” in the 
first verse means to bring something new into exist- 
ence, something that had no previous existence, it 
ought to bear the same meaning in the twenty-seventh 
verse, which recites the creation of man and woman. 
As a rule, the word bara in the Bible means either 
the creation of an entity ex. nihilo, or the initiation of 
some new force or condition that did not exist before. 
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In the first chapter of the Bible, which deals with 
the beginning of all things, it is reasonable to believe 
that the writer meant by bara the production of an 
entity that had no prior existence. Therefore, by a 
clear exegesis of the Biblical language, we are driven 
to the conclusion that the writer meant to teach that 
the progenitors of Genus Homo were given their 
being by a direct act of divine creation. 

This impression is deepened by the fact that God 
immediately spoke to them and gave them explicit 
injunctions, all of which surely connotes that they 
were at once endued with rational intelligence — at 
all events, with sufficient rationality to understand 
God’s language. According to the second chapter 
of Genesis, man was also made an ethical Being from 
the start; for he was expressly directed not to eat of 
the fruit of the “tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.” This implies that he had some perception and 
sense of moral distinctions. The various animals and 
birds were also brought before him to be named — 
another fact that involves not a little intelligence. 
After Adam’s study of all the animals, he fousd 
that not one of them was a suitable companion for 
him. “But for Adam there.was not found a help meet 
for him” (Gen. 2:20). Therefore another being, a 
woman, had to be formed, also in the divine image 
(Gen. 1:27), who would have true affinity with the 
man. In a clear and beautiful way this unique nar- 
rative conveys to us the idea that man was, and 
recognized himself to be, a being of a different and 
higher genus than the animals around him. He was 
unique, sui generis, The divine command to man to 
“dress” (cultivate) and to “keep” (preserve from re- 
version) the garden also indicates an intelligence far 
above that of any known animal. 

While the first chapter of Genesis gives a general 
account of the creation of man and woman in the 
divine image, the second chapter gives a more detailed 
and specific narrative of' the way in which they were 
brought into being by their divine Maker. It will 
be germane to examine these passages somewhat critic- 
ally, and note whether they agree with science and 
reason. One of the classical passages is Genesis 
2:7: “And Jehovah formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul” (American Re- 
vised Version). Close exegesis will reveal some per- 
tinent and interesting facts. 

The first part of the verse, of course, refers to man’s 
body, his physical organism. It is worth noting that 
the Hebrew word for “formed” is yatsar, which means 
to “form, frame, fashion” (see Roy’s Hebrew and 
English Dictionary). It is not the verb bara, which 
is used in Genesis 1:1 and 27, describing the creation 
of the universe and that of man in the divine image.~ 
Evidently the Biblical writer chose his words with 
care. Man’s body (according to Genesis 2:7) was 
not “created” (bara), but was “fashioned” (yatsar) 
from material already existing—-the “dust of the 
ground.” This careful use of words is significant. 
Collating the whole Biblical teaching, it would seem 
to lead to this conclusion: that God originally “cre- 
ated” the primordial material (Gen. 1:1, 2), from 
which came the soil in the garden of Eden, out of 
which man’s physical substance was “fashToned” in 
due order of time. Hence it would have been an error 
on the writer’s part to use the verb bara in connec- 
tion with the moulding of man’s body, for its ma- 
terial had already been created. But in Genesis 1: 27 
he used the word “create” in describing the making 
of man in the divine image. How is this situation to 
be interpreted? It might be looked upon as a contra- 
diction, the first chapter teaching that man was “cre- 
ated,” the second that he was “fashioned.” On points 
of this kind the documentary theory of these early 
chapters and the whole Pentateuch has been based 
and wrought out. 

However, there seems to be a more plausible inter- 
pretation, It is hardly probable that a writer who 
could teach such an exalted doctrine as the creation of 
the universe and of man in the divine image, would 
be guilty of such puerility as flatly to contradict 
himself a few paragraphs farther on in his narrative. 
All men must agree that the majestic account of the 
creation im Genesis 1 is far beyond any of the mytho- 
logical accounts among other nations; for here we 
find pure monotheism and creation; there we find the 
grossest polytheism and many absurdities that no 
enlightened person to-day would think of accepting 
as historical. Or even if another writer took up the 
narrative in the second chapter, it is not rational to 
think that he or the redactor after him would.have put 
together two narratives in consecutive order which 
contained flat and evident discrepaacies. They could 
nevér have expected their records to be accepted as 
true if they failed to make them harmonious. At all 
events, it is reasonable to go on the assumption that 
the narrative is congruous and consistent until it has 
been absolutely proved to be otherwise. 

What, then, is the best solution of our exegetical 
problem? Simply this: In the first chapter’ (v. 27) the 
writer meant to teach that man’s spiritual nature, his 
soul or mind, was created” in the image of its Maker, 
who is portrayed in the Bible as a spiritual or psychi- 
cal being. Christ himself taught that “God is a 
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Spirit.” Therefore it was man’s mind that was cre- 
ated in the divine image. Psychically man is a finite 
replica of the infinite God. 

The Genetical narrative also uses the word “like- 
ness” (demoath), pointing to man’s similarity to his 
Creator. In psychical substance and qualities man 
resembles God. God is psychical essence; so is man, 
so far as regards his soul or mind. God knows him- 
self, is self-conscious, can say “I.” So man—al- 
though, of course only in a finite way. God has in- 
tellect, by which he cognizes and perceives; man like- 
wise. God has emotion; so has man. God has will, 
so that he chooses; man. also has the functioning 
power of choice and volition. 

But the Bible nowhere attributes a physical organ- 
ism like the human body to God. Of course, there are 
anthropomorphisms in the Bible, but all intelligent 
readers know how to interpret them. Therefore, 
when the Genetical writer came to the point where he 
desired to describe the origin of man’s corporeal 
nature, he carefully refrained from using the word 
“create,” but employed the word “fashioned,” or 
“moulded.” He also carefully avoided .saying in 
Genesis 1:27 that man was “moulded” in the divine 
image. He seemed to think that his readers would 
be intelligent enough to see that he meant to teach 
in the first chapter that man’s spiritual nature was 
created in the divine image, while in the second chap- 
ter his body was formed from material that had al- 
ready been created; so that, in. the latter case, no 
creation ex nihilo was necessary, because no new 
entity was to be brought into existence. 

The recital of man’s body having been formed from 
the dust (which means the finest material) of the 
ground seems to be based on scientific principles; for 
we know that, when a dead humaff body is analyzed 
in the labboratory, it is found to be composed of 
precisely the same chemical constituents as the soil. 
Moreover, when the human body dies, it molders 
back to dust. The writer of Ecclesiastes says beauti- 
fully, “The dust returneth to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit returneth unto God who gave it.” Thus 
there seems to be nothing incongruous or unseemly 
in the Biblical narrative of the moulding of man’s 
body from the dust of the ground. Man is constantly 
taking, more or less directly, the material of the soil 
into his physical make-up, and converting it into 
muscle, nerve, blood, and brain. 
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The word “dust” (Hebrew, aphar) does not mean 
the filthy dust of the street that is trampled under 
foot, nor does it mean a clod or a solid mass, “but the 
finest part of the material of the earth” (comp. C. F. 
Keil’s great critical commentary, in loco). Nor does 
it mean that man’s body was made from “mud,”—a 
word that carries a rather repelling significance. We 
do not call fine soil, dampened to a proper consist- 
ency, “mud.” That term is applied to soil only when 
it has been thoroughly soaked with water and has 
become disagreeable to handle. When the soil of 
your garden is “just right” for cultivating, you do 
not call it “mud,” nor do you find anything revolting 
about it. So the Biblical writer used a refined word in 
this locus, not a coarse and repellent one. It should 
be remembered, too, that the writer had previously 
said (Gen. 1:31): “And God saw everything that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very good.” Nor 
should it be forgotten that the soil was that of a gar- 
den, not of a swamp or a jungle. So the writer meant 
to convey the impression that the material used was 


clean soil. Thus there was nothing repugnant in the . 


material used nor in the method employed in the for- 
mation of man’s body. - 

At this point the question will naturally arise, Was 
the framing of man’s corporeal organism a direct 
divine act or a long-drawn process? -By reading the 
text carefully and interpreting it at its evident face 
value and intent, it does not seem to lend itself to the 
idea of an age-long unfolding process. The narrative 
is quick and concise, apparently indicating action of an 
immediate kind. Of course, a fraction of time seems 
to be connoted, but né one can gather the impression 
that the writer had any conception of several millions 
of years having been consumed in framing the human 
body. If that was the fact, and the writer knew it, 
just a few words would have made it clear; but no 
such hint is given. Let us re-read the terse passage and 
try to sense the impression which the writer sought 
to convey: “And Jehovah God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.” What 
is the plain and simple meaning? It seems like direct, 
deliberate action, but not hasty or excited, nor long- 
drawn. Neither is there the slightest hint here or 
elsewhere that man’s body was evolved by a slow, 
age-long process from the bodies of lower animals. 


{ Concluded in wext week’s issue] 





As to Helps on the 
New Fundamentals Lessons 


Please send me information regarding the Funda- 
mentals Sunday-school Lesson Course, such as study 
helps, papers, cards, etc., for the different grades. Shall 
you publish the lessons in your paper this year?—A 
Michigan Reader. 


We notice an article in your issue of August 18 rela- 
tive to the Whole-Bible Sunday-school Course. We are 
thinking of using this course in a class of men which 
the writer teaches, but have been unable to find out, 
from your article or anything else that we have read, 
where we can get literature or help to be given to the 
members of the class, to be used in preparation of the 
lesson. 

If there is any literature or help that can be had 
suitable to give to the members of the class, please ad- 
vise us where and how we can get it.—An Arkansas 
Reader. 


One of the chief purposes of the new “Whole-Bible 
Sunday-school Course” issued by the Christian Fun- 
damentals Association is to help people to study the 
Bible itself, not helps on the Bible. Aimost unbeliev- 
able blessing has come to Sunday-schools or classes 
that have dared to take the step of using the “Bible 
only” in the class and in the hands:of the pupils. So 
far as The Sunday School Times is informed, no 
plans have been made to furnish helps, papers, cards, 
aid the like for members of classes using the new 
lessons, but it is earnestly hoped that teachers will 
use the course to get their classes to reading and 
studying the Bible itself, in the home_gircle and in 
their personal. study. 

Of course, illustrated Bibles or Testaments may 
profitably be used for the children, and pictures illus- 
trating Bible scenes are always available, in such 
series as the Perry Pictures (Perry Picture Co., Mal- 
den, Mass.) ; Wilde Bible Pictures (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston, Mass.); Tissot Pictures (New York Sunday 
School Commission, 1216 LaFayette St., New York 
City); Union Bible Series and Life of Christ Series 
(American Sunday School Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia). } 

Simple helps for teachers of classes will be pro- 
vided in the various papers, such as The Sunday 
day School Times, which commences its treatment 
of the new “Whole-Bible Course” in this week's 
issue. A pamphlet giving the entire Old Tes- 
tament course, from October 7, 1923 to March 209, 





1925, may be had from ‘the Biola Book Room, Los 
Angeles, Cal., at 5 cents a copy or $3 a hundred. 
The King’s Business, the monthly magazine of the 
Los Angeles Bible Institute, will furnish a teachers’ 
article on the new lessons. There is a great bless- 
ing in store for those who will turn away from the 
old idea that a large and varied assortment of “helps” 
must be had for their classes, and instead, get back 
to the Book itself which has the words of eternal 


life. 
Fat 


Is Reincarnation a Fact or a Delusion ? 


Among many Christians, Sunday-school teachers, min- 
isters, and other Christian workers the doctrine of re- 
incarnation seems to have a grand sway. They tell 
us that we have been visiting this earth for the last 
ten million years or so, and that we shall keep on 
visiting this earth for millenniums to come in different 
bodies and personalities, and forms and countries, etc.; 
starting the work where we had left it and reaping the 
harvest of the former life, and thus continue till we 
reach perfection. ‘ 

Some of them differentiate between the Jesus of Naz- 
areth and Christ Jesus who is in Heaven. Others deny 
the virgin birth of our Lord and the resurrection of 
our bodies and our Lord’s return, and that Christ is 
already here in the Spirit. 

I shall be glad to have your comment on this sub- 
ject, which seems to be spreading like a forest fire. 

One more point which was almost overlooked is that 
the reason we do not remember our former existence 
is because we have not developed our memory as we 
should.—A Boston Reader. 


The trouble with those who do not “remember their 
former existence” is not because they have not de- 
veloped their memory, but because they have not read 
their Bible. It is significant that those who believe 
in reincarnation, according to this letter, deny precious 
truths declared in God’s Word, such as the identity 
of the Man Jesus of Nazareth and the Lord Jesus 
Christ who is in Heaven, his virgin birth at the time 
of his incarnation, the resurrection of the body, and 
the sure and “blessed hope” of our Lord’s personal, 
visible, bodily return. No one who ‘accepts the truths 
given in God’s perfect and infallible Word can be- 
lieve in reincarnation. There is no Scripture that 
teaches it; the whole teaching of the Scriptures is 
against it. 
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_ Evangelism and Persecution in Mexico 


Moro open-mindedness to Christianity, and other news of jee 
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numerous to have their own annual state conven- 

tions. These are held at Bastrop, twenty-five 
miles from Austin, where a number of acres have 
been secured for conyention grounds. The site is on 
the Colorado River. Practically all the Mexicans of 
Bastrop are now members of the church, fifteen hav- 
ing been baptized in the Colorado last spring. Instead 
of worshiping ‘bottles of milk from the Virgin’s breast 
or of blood from Christ’s wounds which vagrant priests 
carry about—and these have been seen within fifty 
miles of Austin—they now gather in Bible classes. 
Little Mexican churches are springing up. That at 
Bryan is formed of twelve members, with twenty-five 
awaiting baptism; at Novasoti of seventeen members 
under the leadership of Estaban Torres, whom Amer- 
icans call “the Mexican saint,” and who has trans- 
formed a criminal Mexican colony by preaching the 
Word. Mr. Lopez, of Rosebud, baptized one hun- 
dred and eighty-two in the first nine months of 1922. 


Eighty Mexicans have been baptized in the First 
Baptist Church of Denver within two and a half years, 
and the First Mexican Baptist Church of Denver 
has been organized. In Los Angeles a seminary for 
training Mexicans for the ministry has been opened 
by the Baptist Home Mission Society with ten st1- 
dents in residence and many taking a correspondence 
course. These young men are very active in evan- 
gelism, and one has, while studying, gathered a con- 
gregation of fifty. The chapel car, “Good Tidings,” 
is evangelizing Mexicans in Arizona cities, and more 
than two hundred and fifty have made public con- 
fession of faith in eight months of work. These new 
Christians are good propagandists. One writes, “Less 
than a year ago I was baptized and I constituted my- 
self a messenger_of the Gospel, and now through the 
help of the Lord we have twelve Baptists in this city.” 

It is worth noting that these Mexicans, full of fiery 
-pattiotism for their own land, are immediately alien- 
ated when the talk is of Americanization. A pastor 
who started a flourishing English class for them in- 
cautiously emphasized American citizenship, and since 
then has not been able to get a single one inside his 
church doors. 


Hospital extension in Mexico was determined upon 
three years ago by the mission boards of eight de- 
nominations, and things have already begun to move. 
Northern Methodists have greatly strengthened their 
hospital at Guanajuato, have opened new work in Mex- 
ico City, and are co-operating in“the Union Hospital 
at Puebla. Southern Methodists have renovated their 
beautiful hospital at Monterey.and have bought sites 
at Chihuahua for a new hospital and dispensary. In 
Torreon, too, they have secured land for a new hos- 
pital. In Piedras Negras Dr. McCune is in charge 
of medical work. Southern Presbyterians have pur- 
chased ‘a site in Morelia for 25,000 pesos, and are 
building a hospital. The Disciples have begun work 
in two places, San Luis Potosi and Aguascalientes. 
Northern Presbyterians are adding to their established 
interests a number of dispensaries in Vera Cruz and 
Tobasco. Southern Baptists have medical mission- 
aries in Toluca, Leon, Guadalajara, Rioverde, Ciudad 
Maiz, and Tampico. The Seventh Day Adventists 
have reopened their splendid medical work in Guadala- 
jara. 


Why Hospitals Are Needed.—Evangelical hospitals 
are required in Mexico if for nothing else than to care 
for the victims of persecution. The pastor of the 
Baptist church at Puebla was recently sorely beaten 
by a mob, so that he needed hospital.care. Two Pres- 
byterian laymen of Oazaca, holding meetings in vil- 
lages near by, were slashed by machetes, and when 
taken to town refused care by the local surgeon. Their 
transference to Puebla alone saved their lives. Miss 
Streater, an American missionary, was attacked by a 
mob and left with dislocated hip, broken leg, and con- 
tusions which at- one time threatened her life. In 
many parts-of Mexico church bells are being rung as 
in Inquisition times to summon the faithful to these 
murderous attacks. Thus Messrs. Bautista and Cer- 
vantes were assaulted in Zitaltpetl and dragged over 
the pavements, Mr. Bautista receiving eight serious 
wounds. And in another delightful place, Mineral 
de la Paz, a Protestant was recently stoned to death 
at the instigation of a missionary friar. Yes, hospitals 
are needed in Mexico to bind up the wounds of our 
own brethren. 


T nsmerous. to have Baptists are now sufficiently 


Great pirates were the Moros in the old days. 
Dr. Laubach believes that they will make equally great 
missionaries when they are evangelized and that they 
are the predestined pioneers of Christianity to the Mo- 


hammedans of -Borneo, Java, Sumatra, and the Straits. 
A people of irresistible intensity, they have been won 
to a warm friendship for America through the work 
of Generals Pershing, Tasker Bliss, Leonard Wood, 
Bullard, and Sumner. These great Americans have 
been the forerunners who have made straight a high- 
way in the Moro wilderness for the coming of the 
King. They have given the head-hunters peace, cured 
their diseases, taught them farming, opened markets 
for them, and so completely won their hearts that they 
want American occupation permanent and declare 
they will rise in revolt if ever we leave the islands. 
Their children in school have repudiated the barbar- 
isms of their parents and want to be Americans. In 
short, the Moros “are years and years nearer ready 
to accept Christianity than any other Mohammedans 
in the world.” There is a chance, Mr. Laubach thinks, 
for a national movement from the Prophet to Christ. 
It is “unravelling Mohammedanism at the heel.” 

The Rev. M. Quadra, a Moro Christian working in 
the island of Siasi, has baptized fifty young Moros, 
and the daughter of the Sultan of Sulu, now studying 
in the United States, has declared her intention of 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


In South India Baptist missionaries tell of baptisms 
among the Dokkals, Zakkulas, and Dommaris. These are 
gypsy-like folk who live in tents and travel from place to 
place in their various occupations as entertainers, tattooers, 
and acrobats. They now carry the Gospel with them from 
village to village. 

Among the Karens of Burma there have been nearly 
three thousand baptisms in the year past, and the signs 
are out for larger ingatherings. In Tavoy Bible schools 
opened in the vicinity of Buddhist lay-schools have en- 
rolled seven hundred and fifty pupils in spite of strenu- 
ous Buddhist opposition. 

The Kingdom Spreads in Many Ways.—Northern Nigeria 
is the gateway to the unevangelized Sudan. Colonies of 


‘Yoruba Baptists from the West Coast have been immigrat- 


ing thither for economic reasons and establishing them- 
selves among the Mohammedan Hausas. They have already 
founded churches at Kaduna, Minna, Zaria, and Jos. 


The Ashantis of the Gold Coast were fifty years ago the 


“synonym for revolting African cruelty, but now they, too 


are marching into the Kingdom,— four thousand of them 
in the Wesleyan Mission during 1921 together with five 
thousand adults of other tribal connections on the Gold 
Coast. The movement continues under the lead of a native 
named Samson Opon, who is described as a veritable John 
the Baptist. 


Growth of Southern Baptist Missions in Cuba.—EFighteen 
years ago there were five hundred on the church rolls, now 
twenty-five hundred. Then there were but three hundred 
in the Sunday-schools; now over three thousand. There 
are twelve day-schools now, where then there were none, 
and denominational property has increased sevenfold. For 
eight years this mission has held a summer Bible confer- 
ence “that has been of untold good” and its denominational 
paper goes all over the island. 


An Outgrowth of Feng’s Christianity—Commander Iong 
in charge of four companies of troops at Luan, Shansi, 
having seen the Gospel at work in General Feng’s army, 
has with twenty-seven of his soldiers asked for admission 
to the Christian church. A grant of five hundred Gospels 
has been made to his division by the British Bible Society. 
Commander Tong marches his troops to church with bugles 
blowing and leads them in “self-examining” meetings. 
Deacon Ung, an evangelist of the China Inland Mission, 
preaches to them. Gospel posters have been put up, gnd 
the troops provided with catechisms and hymn-sheets. 


New peoples are being reached in Assam, Among the 
Ao and Miri tribesmen 744 were baptized last year. The 
Kukis of Manipur have now seventeen groups of Christian 
communities with 546 members where there were but five 
groups before the war. Dr. Witter of Gauhati, Assam, 
who is specializing on students writes, “We have a list 
of 639 different boys who have come to our bungalow 
during the year. Many of them of course come over and 
over again. Each day, almost, adds new names. By far 
the larger number are college boys, law-students,* and 
business and professional men, 


Belgium and Cardinal Mercier came in for much com- 
mendation and generous Protestant help during the war. 
That able missionary Dr. Katherine Mabie explains how, 
on the Congo, we are being repaid. It’s Lafontaine’s old 
parable of the warmed adder. “Mr. Thomas Moody,” she 
writes, “reports that in the Sona Bata field alone there 
are seven Jesuit mission stations and over seventy mis- 
sionaries. WVanga is pressed and harried on every side by 
them. While our boys deferred entering missionary serv- 
ice unt] they had done their bit to save Belgium, Belgian 
priests have poured into the country month after month 
bent on hindering and if possible exterminating Protestant 
misions in the colony.” The natives dislike and avoid 
the Jesuits, and the boarding schools of the Baptist mis- 
sion ‘take in from time to time groups of children fleeing 
from them. 


joining the Christian church. What is needed is a 
systematic evangelization of the whole people. The 
harvest is dead ripe. 


A Pioneer Missionary in Bolivia.—Mr. John Linton 
is the leader of a group of pioneers, mostly Canadians, 
who are evangelizing the Indians of Eastern Bolivia 
and Northwest Argentina. These Chiriguanos are a 
degraded and alcoholized people. For years little or 
no impression was made upon them. Friends at home 
finally began to pray that the mission might be moved 
into some region where the outlook for success was 
brighter. Then suddenly came a movement to Christ. 
In two years nearly two hundred slaves of drink, co- 
caine, and immorality became servants of Jesus. The 
natives were astounded at the change and attributed 
it to the use of magical drugs on the part of the mis- 
sionary. 

In 1915 priests in charge of a mission at Parapeti, 
Bolivia, were removed by the government, and Mr. 
Linton invited to establish a station in the Catholic 
mission buildings. A little church has been founded 
here, the first Protestant church in eastern Bolivia. 
“Don’t go to those who need you, but to those who 
need you most,” was John Wesley’s stirring sentence, 
and Mr. Linton makes it the device of his mission. 
Indians who distill so much of their maize that their 
tables are without bread and who slash each other 
Sunday with long knives are not promising material 
for the Christian church. Yet after two years the 
Parapeti mission has eighty children in a day-school, 
drunken revelling has ceased on the Sabbath, and a 
splendid audience attends the preaching. This in ad- 
dition to the practical results in terracing and fencing 
land, building a reservoir-dam, and planting large gar- 
dens. Mr. Linton appeals for systematic and persistent 
prayer on the part of those who want God’s cause to 
prosper in South America. 


Three Mass Movements.-—Of the adjacent Lagos 
where English Episcopalians are at work, Dr. Walter 
Miller said in the recent great Glasgow missionary 
congress, 

“Lagos is full of churches where native clergy have 
large and wealthy congregations. Large sums are 
given by these churches to English religious societies. 
In Nigeria the native churches are almost entirely 
self-governing and self-supporting, with able African 
bishops working alongside the white bishops. There 
is a great company of able, well-read African clergy. 
Three of the really big mass movements of the world 
to-day are in Nigeria,—in the Yoruba country, the 
Ito country, and at the mouth of the Niger.” 


The Boards Said, ‘‘No’’; but God —.—The Yotsuya 
Mission in Tokyo was started in 1901 by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. D. Cunningham, who, because of question- 
able health, had been refused missionary appointment 
four’ separate times. They went nevertheless and sup- 
ported themselves for a number of years by teach- 
ing English, The Yotsuya ward of Tokyo, a field 
with eighty thousand people and no other resident mis- 
sionary, is their area of operation. The staff consists 
of twenty Japanese and five American workers, and 
nine hundred converts are organized into six churches. 
There are twelve Sunday-schools (two or three of 
them being among the largest in Tokyo), kindergar- 
tens, leper work, a printing press, publishing much 
evangelical matter, and. a training-school which has 
prepared more than one hundred men and women for 
Christian work. Though the cost of building in Tokyo 
is excessive, the mission has been able to put up a 
dozen buildings on seven sites and all are paid for. 
The motto of the mission (or one of them) is “Every 
man has a better right to hear the Gospel once than 
any man has to hear it twice.” There are about eight 
thousand “rope-holders” in America who, with small 
gifts and larger ones, support this work. 


“What Shall We Say Then?’”—Shall we continue 
in sin that grace may abound? asks the Apostle. Yes, 
reply the followers of Shinran, a Japanese Buddhist 
of the Thirteenth Century, whose interpretation, ac- 
cording to an article in the Harvard Theological Re- 
view, is now greatly in vogue. “Though not exactly 
justifying sin Shinran emphasized that we could be 
saved even without purging ourselves from all the 
depravities of human nature because of the overwhelm- 
ing strength of Buddha’s saving power.” His fol- 
lowers are frank naturists, and they carry Shinran’s 
theory to logical conclusions. “The new force in Shin- 
ranism lies in the free delight of life even in vice and 
passion.” It is literally the program which Paul de- 
nounced with horror. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Romance of Stony Brook School 








By Frank E. Gaebelein 








In one of the most noted of America’s preparatory schools, the professor of ancient history asked a Christian boy, 

‘*What is the first myth in the Bible?’’ ‘‘Do you mean the story of Adam and Eve?>’’ asked the student. 

**No, sir,’’ was the reply, ‘‘I refer to the Genesis account of Creation.’’ The existence of such a school as that 

whose beginnings are told of on this page is the solution to the perplexing problem of the days we live in, as to 
where Christian parents may safely send their children to be prepared for college. 


were at a crisis time. It was the spring of 1922, 
and, although the school year was to begin in the 
following September, and fifty boys had been set as 
the size of the student body, not a boy had been en- 
rolled. Faculty there was none. Equipment there 
was none. No funds at all adequate to purchase even 
the necessary desks and school supplies were on hand. 
But the plan was right and in accord with the Lord’s 
will. The ideal for a school that would give the first 
place to the inspired Word of God had been made pub- 
lic and had captured the hearts of hundreds oi Chris- 
tians all over the nation. Therefore the Board of 
Governors of this School, which as yet existed only 
on paper, by a definite act of faith in this ideal ob- 
ligated itself by voting that the project should con- 
tinue at all costs despite the discouraging outlook. 
The Stony Brook Assembly and the Stony Brook 
School for Boys are inseparably related. The As- 
sembly is the parent of the School. Founded over 
fifteen years ago by 4 group of evangelical ministers, 
the Assembly has long been a national force for the 
integrity of the Bible and for adherence to the great 
tenets of our faith. Important among the objectives 
which its leaders early set before them was the estab- 
lishment of a school for boys that would be distinc- 
tively Christian. It is a tribute to the patience and 
faith of Dr. John F. Carson, President of the Assem- 
bly; Dr. Ford C. Ottman, his associate, and their loyal 
colleagues that they were content to wait for more 
than ten years before undertaking this most cherished 
of their plans. 


The Lack was Left with the Lord 


They prayerfully bided their time until all was ready 
for the beginning of this important enterprise in Chris- 
tian education. And as they waited, excellent buildings 
were erected, property was acquired, a great body of 
loyal followers grew up. Finally the time seemed ripe, 
and in September of 1921 the organization of the Stony 
Brook School was definitely begun, and although there 
was little of endowment or even of available funds, 
the opening of the school was set for a year hence. 
The lack of funds, of equipment, and of many essen- 
tial things were left with the Lord. 

Of endowment or even of any considerable amount 
of available funds there was little. That the school 
would open at the time set, September, 1922, no one 
who was actively engaged in its organization doubted. 
The first step was the establishment of headquarters 
in a very small office in the Presbyterian Building at 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. A Board of 
Governors, men prominent in Christian -work, was 
formed. Literature was prepared, and a plan for ac- 
quainting the evangelical Christians of the country with 
the project was worked out. Articles setting forth the 
plans for establishing the school were published in 
Our Hope, in the Presbyterian, and in The Sunday 
School Times: 

The time came when it seemed wise to make a wide- 
spread appeal for financial aid in the way of Sustain- 
ing and Foundation Memberships at five dollars a year 
for five years. The response to this appeal was a veri- 
table flood-of contributions, many of them for much 
more than the requested amount. Those who were 
privileged to work in the interests of the school be- 
gan to realize how close such an enterprise must be 
to the hearts of Christian parents throughout our land. 
A very large percent of the letters and contributions 
that were received contained the information that the 
sender was joining in prayer for the success of the 
work. Appeals sent out and acknowledgments of con- 
tributions — and here is a very important point — con- 
tained definite requests for prayer along with the re- 
quests or thanks for material aid. The publicity put 
out by the Stony Brook School has been publicity that 
has recognized the great necessity for co-operation 
through prayer. And the fact that, as a result, great 
numbers of believers are now praying with the officers 
of the school for its success is certainly one of the 
main sources of its growing strength and power. 

When the crisis referred to came and the Board of 
Governors faced the issue in faith and prayer, they 
proved their faith by their works in issuing a cata- 
logue telling in detail the plans of the school. The 
immediate and pressing problems then were the secur- 
ing of faculty and students. 

Upon the wise selection of the faculty especially 
everything depended. If the masters of this school 
proved untrue to the faith, then the enterprise would 


Tver affairs of the Stony Brook School for Boys 


surely fail. In this most important phase of the 
preliminary work there was real evidence of definite 
guidance. One teacher, the head of a department in 
a great city school and a member of the faculty of a 
world famous university, gladly gave up his splendid 
Opportunities to come to the Stony Brook School, an 
institution in one sense little more than an untried 
scheme. He did this because‘he saw in Stony Brook 
the chance for which he and his family had longed. 
to make their lives count for some form of Christian 
service in conjunction with education. 

Another teacher of even wider experience, a former 
headmaster, had happened a yenr before to see one 
of the early announcements of the Stony Brook School. 
Although well established in an important post in a 
good school, he somehow felt impelled to offer his 
services to Stony Brook, of which he knew nothing 
more than the fact that its aim was to give education 
in the midst of an environment strongly Christian. 
With his wife and son he too came with no other 
guarantee than his faith in the work. 

These incidents are indicative of the spirit of the 
Stony Brook faculty. Finally seven Christian men 
were engaged. Throughout the trials of the first year 
they were banded together in an earnest endeavor to 
prove that Christianity can be made a power in the 
life of the boy; that the Bibie can, in a wholly natural 
manner, be given a chief place in education. God 
honored the faith of the founders by giving the school 
a faculty that has been spoken of ws second to no 
faculty in any school of like class. 

Not until March of 1922 was the first student en- 
rolled. Further applications for admission were dis- 
couragingly few. Meanwhile the claim was still be- 
ing made, confidently and prayerfully, that fifty stu- 
dents would be in attendance the first year. Other 
schoolmen who were watching Stony Brook laughed 
at what they called the absurdity of the claim. Many 
a school that had been established for generations, they 
pointed out, had less than two score students. Like 
1919, 1920, and 1921, the year 1922 was a bad one for 
schools. The year before an appalling number of 
schools had been forced to close because of lack of 
students. In spite of such remarks, those who were 
working for Stony Brook retained their confidence in 
the belief that fifty boys would be enrolled. 

Time passed. In June there were about six students. 
July came and found barely a dozen bona fide appli- 
cations. August went by and hardly twenty students 
had promised to attend the school. The situation was 
critical, the responsibility heavy. Men with families 
had given up lucrative positions to join the faculty. 
In entire good faith parents had enrolled their boys. 
But even liberal calculation showed that it would be 
impossible to conduct the institution if the attendance 
were no more than twenty. A meeting of the Board 
of Governors was held at Stony Brook, the situation 
was discussed, and—=in spite of the difficulties — the 
vote was to go ahead with the school at all costs. 
That decision seemed to be the turning point. New 
students came in greater numbers. By the time set 
for the opening there were about thirty, not a large 
number, but enough to make the school feasible. Early 
in the first semester and at the beginning of the sec- 
ond semester so many new boys arrived that the total 
finally reached fifty. And there it, stopped! 


At the Launching 


The inauguration of the school—one of the most 
memorable scenes in the history of the Stony Brook 
Assembly —took place on the evening of September 
13, 1922. A great company who had come from far 
and near filled the auditorium. Dr. John F. Carson, 
President of the school, picsided. Addresses of greet- 
ing were made by Dr. Mather A. Abbott, headmaster 
of the Lawrenceville School; Dr. Edgar P. Hill, Sec- 
retary of the Board of Education of the Presbyterian 
Church; Dr. Lyman P. Pewell, ex-President of Ho- 
bart College, and Frank E. Gaebelein, Principal of the 
new school. That great Christian educator, Dr. Fran- 
cis L. Patton, ex-President of Princeton University 
and Princeton Theological Seminary, delivered the in- 
augural address. There was an atmosphere of enthu- 
siastic dedication to a great ideal of Christian educa- 
tion. Dr. Patton said to a group with whom he was 
speaking after the inauguration, “Ten years hence 
those who were here will regard their presence at 
~— meeting as one of the outstanding events of their 
ives.” 

When the Lord blesses a work designed to honor 
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him, he blesses it over and above what men hope for. 
Certain features of the actual record of Stony Brook 
during its first year illustrate this axiom. Not that 
all was easy. Mistakes were made. Hindrances at 
times loomed terribly large. Nevertheless the enter- 
prise succeeded in a way far surpassing the hopes of 
those who wished it best. As the year drew to a close, 
the students gave themselves whole-heartedly to the 
interests of the school. They volunteered to take over 
a good share of the discipline in order that their 
own sense of responsibility might be developed and 
the masters relieved. Through their extra-curricular 
activities they gave enthusiastic support to the devel- 
opment of the school. Embodied in the constitutions 
of their clubs are such phrases as these — ‘The pur- 
pose of this organization is constantly to work for 
the welfare of the school”; “This club states as its 
prinfary purpose the desire to aid in unifying school 
spirit.” Most revealing is the pledge which every 
student mufst sign voluntarily before becoming a mem- 
ber of the Student Organization which controls all of 
the school activities. This pledge reads as follows: 
“As a Christian and a gentleman, I freely promise 
upon my inviolable word of honor to do my very 
best to shun profanity, indecent speech, and improper 
conduct of all kinds; to — the giving or the 're- 
ceiving of illegal aid in examinations conducted in the 
school; and in all my tasks, duties, and recreations to 
strive to live in such a manner that I may with justice 
be called a Christian gentleman.” 

That such a real esprit de corps as finally developed 
should spring up—this was not and, in fact, could 
not reasonably have been expected. It was added over 
and above what had been hoped for. 

Stony Brook would have been well gontent if the 
first year had shown nothing beside a record of work 
well done. Academic standing among other schools 
could not be expected. But here again was added the 
unusual. At the request of the Principal the school 
was inspected by the Department of Education of “New 
York State. As a result, the Board of Regents voted 
the Stony Brook School into the University of the 
State of New York as “an academy of high school 
grade.” The academic standard as evidenced by the 
approval of a great Department of Education, the 


,academic standard which in the case of other schools 


had taken years to attain, was thus given to Stony 
Brook in the first year. And, most encouraging of 
all, in the words of a member of the Board of Regents, 
the determining factor in the admittance of Stony 
Brook to the University was “the sanity of its program 
for religious education.” Surely this is no small trib- 
ute to the worth of education conducted along lines of 
evangelical Christianity. For it must be remembered 
that great care was taken to make clear to the De- 
partment of Education the precise position of Stony 
Brook in regard to loyalty to the Word of God and 
revealed Christian truth. 


Even a Splendid Gymnasium 


At the time of the opening of the school the plan 
was to use the auditorium of the Stony Brook Assem- 
bly as a gymnasium. Howeve-, the heating of this 
structure proved impracticable. The problem was met 
by the construction of a new gymnasium facing the 
athletic field of seven acres. A substantial structure 
containing a regulation basketball floor, a balcony and 
a platform, locker rooms, shower baths, and chemical 
and physical laboratories —this building will be. ade- 
quate for years to come. That the new gymnasium 
would go up the first year never entered the minds of 
the organizers of the school. It was’another of those 
things added beyond what had been hoped for. 

And so it is with confidence that the Stony Brook 
School looks forward to 1923-1924, its second year, 
and all the other years as well. It now has an enrol- 
ment of approximately sixty boys from many states, 
a faculty of eight college-trained teachers, a modern 
equipment, and a campus of thirty-six. acres contain- 
ing four substantial buildings. The instruction covers 
the full secondary school curriculum. Through the ex- 
ample and the teaching of the faculty constant testimony 
for evangelical Christianity was given. The Board 
and the faculty believe that the great source for the 
school’s success during the most critical period of or- 
ganization and first year was twofold: First, the power 
of prayer, prayer that rose up in its behalf from the 
hearts of thousands of Christians; second, the fact 
that its plan is, in essence, the simple honoring, through 
Christian education, of the Gospel. Any enterprise 
that sincerely sets itself to honor our Lord and his 
Word will surely be prospered. In remaining true to 
the evangelical faith, in touching the lives of young 
men with the inspiration of this faith and yet, while 
doing this, never departing from the highest stand- 
ards of intellectual and physical training, Stony Brook 
is following a policy of education the soundness and 
the timeliness of which cannot be gainsaid. To quote 
from the letter of one among many grateful parents: 

“Your associates"and yourself have proved that it 
is possible to impart the highest scholarship without 
feeling it necessary to prove their intellectual fitness 
for the work by assaulting the integrity of the Word 
of God.” 


Srony Brook, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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In correspondence with ministers and Sunday-school superintendents in quest for the reasons for unusually large 


in churches and schools, the Ways of Work 
which are given on pe pete and others of which will 
Mr. Cork ever did for The Sun 
phasizing 


the . ‘‘Use Your Bible More,”’ h 
principle. se Your ore ope 2 


these examples before you will you 


EVEN years ago when I became pastor of this 

church (The First Presbyterian), the member- 

ship was about seven hundred; the average 
morning attendance three hundred, and evening at- 
tendance less than half that. The Bible school had 
about two hundred in attendance. The church was 
doing very little for missions and benevolences, and 
was in debt on current expenses and running behind 
every month. The budget was then about eight 
thousand dollars, and in view of the fact that there 
was practically no wealth in the church it seemed to 
many an impossible task to raise the furids necessary 
to continue the work. Some were even in favor of 
closing the church and letting the members join other 
near-by churches. The building was old and:in poor 
repair; in a downtown district and in an undesirable 
neighborhood. 

We have to-day a membership of over eighteen 
hundred; a Bible school with an average attendance 
of about six hundred and fifty, and the average con- 
gregation both morning and evening is fully one 


thousand. The income of the church forall purposes ' 


is six thousand dollars a month, and the congregation 
have purchased the finest site in the city and raised 
the money for a new quarter of a million dollar 
church. The church has no debts, and nobody is dis- 
couraged. The average age of the congregation is 
under thirty. Children and young people attend the 
church and seem to like to come. The church now 
employs two secretaries and three assistants to the 
pastor, and supports three foreign missionaries, in 
addition to its contributions to other missionary 
boards which are fourfold greater than seven years 
ago. 

Seven years ago the church ranked one hundred 
thirty-second among Presbyterian churches; its rank 
to-day is thirty-second. 

. How has it been brought about? By the preach- 
ing and teaching of the Gospel of the grace of God, 
and by no other way. We believe in the inspiration 
and infallibility of the Bible; we teach it in the face 
of the evolutionary poison taught our young people in 
the schools, and we challenge any church to show a 
larger proportion of young people in its services. We 
discovered that this doctrine does not drive them 
away. We believe in the Deity of Jesus Christ; in 
the personality and power of the Holy~ Spirit; in 
salvation by the blood of Christ alone. We believe 
in the literal resurrection of Christ from the dead, 
in his ascension into heaven, and in his visible, per- 
sonal, literal, premillennial coming again. 

My people are taught in the Word, they believe it, 
and no man could preach Modernism in this pulpit 
without being challenged from the pew. 

Over seventeen hundred members have been re- 
ceived into the church during this time. We work 
and pray for and expect canversions at every serv- 
ice. The church is open every day in the week, it 
is thoroughly organized, it is the center of the activ- 
ity of the congregation all week long. Bible classes 
are conducted throughout the week as well as on the 
Lord’s Day. We have lifted up a standard and in- 
vited those of like mind to stand with us for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. And the 
crowds- that have been starved by Modernism, ra- 
tionalism, Eddyism, socialism, Romanism, and Rus- 
sellism have responded to our appeals. This whole 
enterprise has been a venture of faith, and the Lord 
has honored his work, and there is no other explana- 
tion possible—C, W. Weyer, D.D., Tacoma, Wash, 


ue 
The Only Thing That Will Attract 


fern present enrolment of our Sunday-school, in- 
cluding the Home Department and the Cradle Roll 
is 5,848; but. this enrolment will probably be increased 
something like four or five hundred: within the next 
two months, as this is the best season in this section 
of the country for Sunday-school attendance and en- 


. rolment. 


Our school stands by the old Book, and we find 
that not only has it “not lost its power in attracting 
folks,” but that it is the only thing that will attract 
and hold people. Every class we have studies the 
Bible and nothing else, and we believe this Book from 
the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of Revela- 
tion. 

Of course we have nothing but Christian teachers, 
because most assuredly if “the blind lead the blind 


Editor has had a number of most revealing letters, some of 
published in an early issue. This is one of the best things 
day School Times readers. These Sunday-schools were built up as the result of em- 


they may not have had in mind that slogan. With 


this the motto for your dwn school ? 


both will.go into the ditch”; not only must they be 
Christians, but they must believe without wavering 
that the things they teach are God’s Word. 

Our church now has an enrolment of about forty- 
six hundred members, and the church itself considers 
the Sunday-school a department of infinite moment. 
With our church nothing she has is too good for the 
Sunday-school. I cannot give exact figures just now 
as to the percentage of church additions which come 
from the Sunday-school, but for a downtown church 
with an exceedingly popular pastor, this percentage 
is very large. In the past year we have had 765 addi- 
tions to the church, of which 212 were by baptism, 
and 175 of those 212 came from the Sunday-school. 
Our report for this year will be much more favorable, 
—Robert H. Coleman, General Superintendent, the 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, 


Everybody Must Study God’s Book 


HIS church of 7,066 members believes the entire 
Bible to be God’s infallible Word, the only rule 
of faith and practise. Y 

We teach the Bible and only the Bible, and we 
teach it incessantly seven days each week. 

We insist on every one’s being a member of some 
one of the Bible classes. When it is impossible to 
bring pupils to the main church, we organize a branch 
school in the neighborhood. We have some nineteen 
hundred or two thousand pupils in the branch schools 
alone. We have a thousand or more in the main 
church school alone. We have perhaps a thousand in 
the special classes that are carried on continuously, and 
then we have a great many that have not been accur- 
ately numbered in other classes. 

We try to teach the Bible with all of the Bible at- 
tractiveness that can be put into the study. Our peo- 
ple love the Bible. It is taught to them by able 
teachers. Our Sunday-school and branch schools are 
thoroughly organized, with but one object in view, 
namely, the mastery of the Bible and the salvation 
of the pupils. We put the evangelistic note in every 
lesson. -We organize the school along the line of per- 
sonal evangelism. Every one connected with the 
church is requested to magnify the importance of 
Bible study and the absolute necessity of mastering 
the Word of God. It is the objective point of every 
member. The members of the church generally com- 
ply with this request; consequently, our people are 
Bible students with an enthusiasm seldom seen in a 
church—Mark A. Matthews, D.D., Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Wash. 


Mr. Cork and The Sunday School Times 
A Word by the Editor of The Sunday School Times 


Es IS a matter of deepest regret to The Sunday 
School Times that Mr. Hugh Cork, who has been 
enriching this paper for the past two years as its 
“Ways of Working Editor,” is obliged by ill health 
to give up his active work for. the present. 

Readers of the Times know how remarkably there 
have been combined, in Mr. Cork, a thoroughgoing 
knowledge of the Sunday-school field and its best 
methods of work, together with a stalwart faith in 
the old Book and the only Gospel. These assets Mr. 
Cork put freely at the disposal of The Sunday School 
Times, as the Ways of Working Department has 
abundantly evidenced. One of his most striking con- 
tributions has been his investigation of the relation- 
ship of really “big” Sunday-school work, — that is, 
big in spiritual results, actual attendance, and methods 
of real efficiency,—to orthodoxy, or unwavering fi- 
delity to “the faith once for all delivered.” Mr. 
Cork’s articles in The Sunday School Times have 
shown that the really great Sunday-schools of North 
America are those that are sound in the faith. 
And when he writes on this subject he writes out of 
an experience that knows “what is what” in Sunday- 
school work, for he has served as General Secretary 
of some of the largest State Sunday School Associa- 
tions in America, as an Assistant General Secretary 
of the International Association, as an Assistant to 
the late Mr. John Wanamaker in what has been the 
largest Sunday-school in the world, and as Statistical 
Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Association. 

In a recent personal letter from Mr. Cork to Mr. 
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Howard and_Mr. Trumbull of The Sunday School 
Times, ke wrote in part: 

At last I must come to it and step aside. ... After 
a consultation of two doctors the answer to all these 
prayers seems to be to step aside, and so I will drop 
out now from the Times’ staff. I may give you an item 
or two as time goes on. ...I1 want your readers to know 
why I stopped,—I want them to know that I still be- 
lieve in The Sunday School Times, but must rest. If 
healgh returns and He commands “Fall in,” it will be good 
news for me, but I leave knowing that Romans 8: 28 is still 
in the Book. (“And we know that all tHings work together 
for good to them that love God.’’) 

I love the whole Times staff. You have been so kind. 
But for the time being, as I step aside, all I can do is 
pray for you all. 


._ The editors know that many readers of The Sun- 
day School Times will gladly keep this loved friend 
in their prayers, asking for God’s safeguarding and, 
if it is His will, full restoration to physical health. 
The department of Ways of Working will be con- 
tinued, as usual, in these columns, being conducted for 
the present by the office staff. Readers who would 
like to drop a line to*Mr. Cork telling him what the 
department has meant to them under his editorship, 
and assuring him of their fellowship in prayer, may 
address him at Norwood, Pa, 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth . 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a saleslady in a department 
store in a large city. I am called “pretty” and “good 
looking,” and I guess I am. All my friends are in the 
church. I am a great girl to laugh; plenty of giggle, and 
love life. I am nineteen years of age. 

I had such an insult the other day that I wondered if 
anything could be done to prevent some other girl from 
having an experience such as I had, for I can’t get over it. 

I was standing in my department when a well-dressed 
woman, matronly looking, came up to me and began a 
conversation, She was very pleasant and very attractive. She 
told me there was a man of wealth very much interested in 
me, and would like to meet me. Of course at first I was flat- 
tered, and was interested. She asked me if I would be willing 
to see him in her home. She said he was able to give 
me pleasures of any cost. She gave me her card and 
address. At first it did not dawn on me what she meant, 
when all of a sudden it flashed over me, and I could feel 
the blood rush to my face, and my whole being revolted 
at the insult. I looked her straight in the eyes and said, 
“Do you know who you are talking to?- I am a Christian 
girl, and you have insulted me.” She then went on to say 
she could not promise much happiness in such a life, but 
if I would come to her house she would be glad to see 
me, and out she went, leaving me so indignant I could 
hardly work the rest of the day. Every time I think of 
it.I want vengeance on that woman, for so grossly insult- 
ing me. 

My thought in writing you is to find out if you know 
any way such a thing could be prevented, and girls warned 
of such people—INDIGNANT GIRL. 


Y DEAR GIRL, what an experience for you to 
endure! Thank God, you are his child, and what- 
ever touches you touches him. 

I am so glad there was no temptation in this to you. 
Through flattery you might have been won to listen 
to this siren of Satan, and no one knows what will 
happen when one is willing to stop and hear his whis- 
pers. Oh, what a pity that the lure of money will 
cause some to step aside, and the tricky devil catches 
some in such a way. 

Then, too, curiosity might have caught you nap- 
ping and led you to go and investigate. No harm to 
just go see, many would have said. But, thank God, 
the net which they had “laid privily for you” was un- 
able to catch you. 

I am glad you have written of it, for it may be a 
warning to some other girl, and may cause her to see 
how your Lord watched over you, and caused you to 
escape. It may influence some girl to “fly to the 
Rock” fhat will overshadow and hide in temptation’s 
hour. 

I do not see any way for an employer to prevent 
such an experience coming to a girl. The stores are 
so public. I am sure any large business man of this 
day would order any such woman fron: his store, if 
he knew it, but it is all over so quickly there is no 
time to report and have anything done at the moment. 

I am sure you see it is very important that the girl 
have the right spirit and power within her, to thwart 
the works of the devil. God will protect his children 
if they will only let him. Thank God, I say again, 
that this came to one so protected. 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 7. ABRAHAM, A BLESSING TO THE WHOLE WORLD 


Genesis 12: 1-4; 18:17, 18; 22: 1-18; Hebrews 11 : 8-10, 17-19 
Golden Text.—In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.—Genesis 12: 3 


An Outline of the Lesson 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 
First 
SEPARATION! The great law of “Spiritual bless- 
ing.” Here it is threefold: “Get thee out,” first, “Of 
thy country”; secondly, “And from thy kindred”; 
thirdly, “And from thy father’s house.” 
2 Corinthians 6: 14-18, “Wherefore COME OUT 
from among them and be ye SEPARATE.” 
2 Timothy 2:20, a1, “If any man therefore purge 


himself from these, HE shall be a vessel unto honor, 
sanctified [set apart] and meet for the master’s use. 


Second 


But “Blessed” for what? TO BE a “Blessing.” 
And a “blessing” to the whole world. 

Genesis 12: 2, “I will BLESS thee” and “Thou shalt 
BE a blessing.” “And in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.” 

Psaim 67:1, 2, “God be merciful unto US and bless 
US and cause thy face to shine upon US.” Why? 
“That thy way may be known upon the EARTH, thy 
saving health among ALL NATIONS.” 

John 6:11, “He distributed to the disciples.” Is 
this all? No, “And the disciples TO THEM that 
were set down.” 

Third 


Here is a sevenfold PROMISE to Abram the first 
Jew. Only two parts are “conditional,” the other five 
parts are totally “unconditional.” And the two parts 
that are “conditional” relate to the conduct of “others” 
toward the Jew. 

Genesis 12: 2, 3. The five unconditional parts: first, 
“I will make of thee a great nation”; second, “And I 
will bless thee’; third, “And make thy name great”; 
fourth, “And thou shalt be a blessing”; fifth, “And 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” The 
two “conditional” parts: first, “I will bless them that 
bless thee”; second, “And curse them that curse thee.” 


Fourth 


Abraham’s “faith” was not blind credulity, but it 
was God’s “Promise,” God’s WORD that he “be- 
lieved,” and it OPERATED in his life. 

Hebrews 11:8, “By faith’ Abram “went out, not 
knowing WHITHER he went,” but God had prom- 
ised “Unto a land that I WILL SHOW thee.” 

Hebrews 11:17-19, “By faith” Abraham “that had 
received the PROMISES offered up his only begot- 
ten son, ACCOUNTING that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the DEAD” that the PROMISE 
“In Isaac shall thy seed be called” should not FAIL. 

Romans 10:17, “So then FAITH cometh by hear- 
ing and hearing by the WORD OF GOD.” 

MarsHALL, TEX, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Special Note for the Quarter.—It is essential to re- 
member that the purpose of the lessons for this Quar- 
ter is not the general study of books or persons or 
periods or incidents, but that of the one specific sub- 
ject of missions from the standpoint of the Bible. We 
are to consider, in various aspects, the Bible as a mis- 
sionary book. 


I. The Historical Situation 


The life of Abraham as a whole was studied in 
the lesson for April 8. We are now to consider 
him in one‘ light only, in his relation to God's pur- 
pose of blessing for the whole world. After man’s 
sin came the first promise of the Redeemer (Gen. 
3:15), but at first there were three failures; Cain 
and Abel; the Cainites and Sethites; Noah and family. 
These are recorded in the first part of Genesis (chaps. 
1 to 11), and then God made a fresh start with Abra- 
ham, and the record of him and his family is given 
in the second part of Genesis (12 to 50). So that, in- 
stead of dealing directly with the entire race, God 
adopted the new plan of taking one man and making 
him the channel of blessing to the whole world. 


Il. Expository Notes 
Only those passages in Genesis are to be considered 


which bear on the special subject of Abraham in re-~° 


lation to God’s purpose for the world. 


Devotional : Psalm 47. 
Reference i 


: Rom. 4. Gal. 3: 15-19; Jas. 2: 23. 
Primary Topic: Being a Others. 
Lesson Material : Gen. 12: 1-4. 
Monery Verse : I will bless thee . . . and be thou a blessing. 
_ Mm. 12: 2. 
J arias ; Gen. 12: 1-4; are 18; td 
epee Sse igo. 30 +m 3. m 
Intermediate opic: Abraham, a Religious lo 
Topic fot ‘Young People and Adulu: Abraham, « Religious 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Gen. 12: 1-4; 18: 17, 18; 22: 15-18. 


12:1Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
to the land that I will show thee: Zand I will 

great na , and I will bless thee, and 


them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will 
I curse: and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. 4So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy 
and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 
18:17 And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham 
that which I do; 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 


the earth shall be blessed in him? 


22:15 And the angel of Jehovah called unto Abraham 
a second time out of heaven, 16 and said, By myself have 
I sworn, saith Jehovah, because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son. 
17 that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multi- 
plying thy seed as the stars of the heavens, and 
sand which is upon the sea-shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 'be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice. 


1Or, bless themselves 


HH 
; 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The First Revelation (12:1-4). Abraham was 
called first when at home in Ur of the Chaldees (Acts 
7: 2-4), the present Mugheir, near the Persian Gulf. 
Then came the second in Haran, as here recorded, 
after the death of his father Terah (11: 31, 32). When 
God said, “Get thee out,” he indicated the great prin- 
ciple of Separation, which from that time forward 
marked Abraham's life. It is always the condition 
of blessing from God and blessing for others (2 Cor. 
6:14-17). Abraham was promised three things: a 
land, a seed, and a blessing; and there were to be five 
lines of fulfilment: (1) Personal blessing, “I will bless 
thee”; (2) general blessing, “I will make thy name 
great”; (3) national blessing, “a great nation”; (4) 
universal blessing, “all families”; (5) special honor, 
“bless them ... curse him.” Or, if verses 2 and 3 
are taken as they stand, there is a sevenfold promise. 

The Second Revelation (13: 15-17). The next in- 
dication of God’s special purpose was given in con- 
nection with Lot’s separation, Notice the two- 
fold reference to (1) the land, and (2) the seed, 
and two things about each. The land was to be wholly 
and permanently his, and the seed was to be innumer- 
able and abiding. 

The Third Revelation (15:4, 5). This had to do 
with the seed only, and came at an appropriate time 
(v. 1), when Abraham felt lonely, had refused gifts 
(14: 22, 23), and had no heir. God was teaching and 
training him to walk by faith. Again the promise is 
of an innumerable seed. “Note the comparison, “stars,” 
and contrast it with “dust” (13:16) and “sand” (22: 
17). May this contrast suggest God’s heavenly peo- 
ple (the Church) and his earthly people (Israel) ? 
The covenant in chapter fifteen appropriately referred 
" - land in which the seed was to live and grow 

v. 7). 

The Fourth Revelation (17:1-8, 16). The new 
name of God (17:1) was appropriate to the circum- 
stances. “El Shaddai” probably has the two mean- 
ings of (1) mighty and (2) sufficient. It has been ren- 
dered “the God who is enough” (see 2 Cor. 12:9). 
“Walk before me” was a call to live in God’s pres- 
ence, and “perfect” means not sinless but sincere, up- 
right. Then came a new name for Abram, and the 
assurance not merely of one nation (12:2) but of 
“many nations,” not only Israel but the Church and 
all mankind. Mark how the promises previously given 
are assured and amplified. The covenant is confirmed 
and made everlasting. Two new features are here in- 
troduced in the reference to (1) God himself being the 
God of Abraham and his seed for ever, and (2) to 
kings (v. 6). This was followed by yet another con- 
firmation, with special reference to Sarah (v. 16). 
The blessing was to come through her (vs. 19-21). 


The Fifth Revelation (18:17, 18). The relation. of 








Abraham to God had become so real and close that 
could entrust his servant with his secrets (Psa. 
25:14; Amos 3:7). Two certainties are mentioned 
as the reason for this disclosure: (1) development 
into a nation; (2) world-wide blessing. God could 
trust Abraham with his Divine revelation (v. 19). 
The Sixth Revelation (21:33). Another and fresh 
name for God is given, and Abraham was prepared 
thereby for the crowning test which was soon to come 
(22:1). When God is realized as the “everlasting” 
God, his purposes necessarily remain untouched by any 
circumstances (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8). 
The Seventh Revelation (22: 15-18). The triumph 
of Abraham’s faith was acknowledged and crowned 
by God in a remarkable way. (1) The oath confirmed 


. the promise (v. 1). This idea of a Divine oath -is 


rarely found and indicates a great solemnity (Isa. 45: 
23; Jer. 22:5; 49:13; Heb. 6:13, 18). (2) A fuller 
promise is given, “multiply.” (3) The two illustra- 
tidns are combined, “stars” and “sand.” -(4) Victory 
over foes is assured. 

For further and fuller study see the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible on Genesis 15:18; 17:1; 21:33, and 22:1. 


III. Other Scriptures on the Lesson 

The promise to Abraham is the seed-plot of all sub- 
sequent Scripture, and all through the Bible (both 
Old Testament and New Testament) he is prominent 
oo founder of Israel and the “father of the faith- 
ul. 

1. In the Old Testament. See especially Isaiah 51: 
e's: 

2. Romans 4. (1) Faith was the principle of Abra- 
ham’s blessing (vs. 1-8). (2) Blessing was apart 
from, because prior to circumcision (vs. 9-12). (3) 
Not o justification, but world-wide blessing (vs. 
13-17). 

3. Galatians 3: 15-19. (1) The certainty of fulfil- 
ment (v. 15). (2) The method (Christ the seed, v. 
16). (3) The impossibility of the subsequent law 
setting aside the promise (vs. 17, 18). (4) The law 
was given to deepen men’s consciousness of need of 
rg in Christ through the promise to Abraham 
v. 19). 

4. Hebrews 11: 8-10, 17-19. Abraham’s wonderful 
faith; (1) resting on God’s word alone (v. 8); (2) 
waiting patiently for years (v. 9); seeing spiritual 
realities beyond the temporal (v. 10); (4) confident 
in seoite of what seemed to be impossibilities (vs. 17- 
19). 

5. James 2:23. The only man in the Old Testament 
called God’s “friend” (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8). 
This was due to his simple trust, and the trust was 
proved by his works (v. 24). ; 

6. Romans 11:26. The assurance that God’s prom- 
ises concerning Israel will be literally fulfilled. We 
must always keep distinct, even though they neces- 
sarily go together, the two lines of promise (1) to 
Israel (earthly), and (2) to the Church (spiritual). 
See Galatians 3: 14; 6: 16, 


IV. Reference Literature 

One book is of exceptional value for this and suc- 
ceeding studies, “The Prophets and the Promise,” by 
W. J. Beecher (T. Y. Crowell, New York, $2.50, 
net). No other book issso clear as to the use and mean- 
ing of the words “promise” and “promises” in all parts 
of the Bible. Most of the commentaries on Genesis 
deal with the promises to Abraham. See especially, 
“Genesis,” by Welton and Goodspeed (An American 
Commentary on the Old Testament, Griffith and Row- 
land Press, Philadelphia, 75 cts.) ; and the first volume 
of the Devotional Commentary by the present writer 
€Presbyterian Book Room, Chicago, $1.50.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 

ae 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


1. Why was Abraham chosen as the initial study of 
this series of lessons on the Missionary Message of 
the Bible? 


2. From which one of Noah’s sons was Abraham 
descended ? ‘: 


3. Who was Abram’s father? Who were his two 
brothers? Who was his wife? His nephew? 


4. Where did this Semitic family first live? 
5. Where was Haran located? 
6. Is there any mention of an altar at Haran? 


7. Was Abram’s first obedience complete or in- 
complete ? 


8. What is the significance of the words, “The Lord 
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Lesson for October 7 
Abraham, a Blessing to the Whole World 


had said” (Gen. 12:1) and, “The Lord had spoken” 
(Gen. 12:4)? 

9. Where did Abraham finally settle in Canaan? 

10. At what three places did Abraham build altars 
to Jehovah ‘in Canaan? 

11. When and why was Abram’s name changed to 
Abraham? 

12. When was Abraham first called a Hebrew? 

13. What races, now largely Mohammedan, are de- 
scendants of: Abraham? 

14. What special titles does Abraham bear in Scrip- 
ture? How does he deserve each? 


15. How old were Abraham and Sarah when Isaac 
was born? 


16. How did Satan tempt Abraham? And why? 

17. Show Abraham’s connection with the three great 
religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedan- 
ism. a 

18. Why was Abraham chosen for this work? 


19. How can we distinguish between the temporal 
and spiritual elements of the promise to Abraham? 


20. Explain precisely the connection between the 
three words: “promise,” “faith,” “blessing.” 
21. What part of the promise to Abraham has al- 


' ready been fulfilled, and what still remains to be ful- 
filled? 


22. When was Abraham justified by faith? (Rom. 
4:2, 3, 10.) Why was it important for the early 
church to know when? 

P 23. When did Abraham “see Christ’s day’? (John 

: 56.) ; 

24. How do Christians inherit the Abrahamic bless- 
ing? 

bd 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


ATAN tried to thwart God’s declared purpose of 

making “Abraham a blessing to the whole world.” 
When Abraham’s obedience had planted him in the 
Promised Land, Satan had ‘seen to it that “the Ca- 
naanite was then [already] in the land” (Gen. 12:6) ; 
and twice Satan attempted to frustrate God’s purpose 
that this blessing should pass on through a supernat- 
urally born son, Isaac, for Satan planned to have 
Sarah become the wife of heathen princes (Gen. 12: 
10-20; 20:1-18). But, thank God, he did not suc- 
ceed! Yet again Satan led Abraham into a false 
step of unbelief, disastrous throughout human history 
ever since, when the Canaanitish woman Hagar , was 
taken into Abraham’s tent, and became the mother of 
Ishmael, progenitor of a blood-thirsty race, which 
has given the world one of its false religions, Mo- 
hammedanism. In wedding Hagar, Abraham was 
trying to force God’s promise. 

Though millenniums have elapsed since Abraham's 
lifetime, Satan is still trying to frustrate that Abra- 
hamic promise. Hé is seeking to make the younger 
generation disbelieve it, and in a new book, “The Chil- 
dren’s Bible,” superbly printed, bound, and illustrated, 
with “selections from the Old and New Testaments 
translated and arranged” by Henry A. Sherman and 
Charles Foster Kent (editors of “The Shortes»Bible’”), 
the statement of Scripture (Gen. 12: 1-3) is altered, 
and made something else: 

Jehovah said to‘Abraham, “Go from your country, your 
relatives, and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show. And I will make of you a great nation; and I will 
surely bless you and make your name famous, so that 
you shail be a blessing. And all the families of the earth 
shall ask for themselves a blessing like your own.” 

This last clause should be compared with the utterly 
different thing God said in Genesis 12: 3. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. ! 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organize 
the lesson around one central and important truth 
whenever possible. 











WE HAVE already this year had one lesson on 
Abraham when we used the principle of analysis 
to bring before us some of the outstanding character- 
istics of the “Father of the faithful.” But he is pre- 
sented to us here for the special purpose of setting 
him forth as the great fountain-head of a stream of 
mission, purpose, and blessing which is to flow from 
God to all the world. In the life of Abraham it is 
largely prophetic of course, although in the faithful- 
ness of God in the birth of Isaac he had abundant 
reason to know that the oft-repeated promise of larger 
blessing would be as faithfully fulfilled. 

Abraham has been a blessing to the whole world 
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through his obedience to God. Other men have been 
blessed as they have followed his example. No one 
has probably ever had his spirit of obedience more 
strongly tested than had Abraham when he offered his 
boy to God on Mount Moriah. But we must not lose 
sight of the ground of that obedience in every case, — 
for in this too Abraham has been a blessing to all the 
world — his faith in God. Without faith it is impossible 
to please God, and certainly without faith there, can be 
no such obedience as that of Abraham. 

Because Abraham was faithful and- obedient God 
was able to make him not only an exemplary channel 
of blessing but the real blessing to ali the nations which 
it was his intention that his seed should be. It has 
been noted that Abraham was to have a star seed and 


an earth seed. God’s promise has ever been, though’ 


his people have not always recognized it, to bless the 
nations through the children of faithful Abraham. 
Children of Abraham, by faith, are we acting as cus- 
todians or world dispensers of our spiritual blessings 
in Christ? 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Jew.—ZIn thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed (12:3). Abraham was the first of the Jews. 
If all the families of the earth have been blessed “In 
Thee,” how is it that all down the centuries peoples 
have had it in for the sons of Abraham? Of course 
it will be said in all Sunday-schools that the world’s 
blessing has come from the Jew Jesus. That goes 
without ‘saying. The blessings of two thousand years 
are overwhelming and incontrovertible. Has the Amer- 
ican Jew been, and is he now, a blessing? He is very 
much in evidence in every prosperous town. Is he an 
asset or a liability? He is an asset, and a most valu- 
able one. It was a Jew of Philadelphia named Sala- 
mon whose brains and money helped finance the Rev- 
olutionary War. It was a Jew of New York named 
Warburg who was called in to advise upon the financ- 
ing of the Great War we fell into so suddenly. Send 
and get the American Magazine for April, 1921, and 
read Harry Schneiderman’s article on “Jews of the 
United States,” and you will find the “Jew Question” 
fully answered. The things you don’t like about the 
Jew, his herding in cities, his hatred of Christianity 
are entirely of Christian manufacture. He was Ghet- 
toed, maltreated, robbed by “Christians.” Take his 
history in Spain, for example. The man who “knocks” 
the Jew should read up a little. 

“The Quitter.”— Shall I hide from Abraham that 
which I do...? (18:17.) God was about to do some 
cleaning up, and he was not going to do it with a dust 
pan or soft soap. -When God has any cleaning up to do 
he does it thoroughly. The greatest of all the world’s 
cleansers is fire. The cities of the Plain were about 
to get just what was coming to them. You have only 
to read the little page out of the history of the Lot 
family to agree it’ was about time. It was not the 
last time wicked cities have been wiped out. Pompeii 
in the Old World and Hartinique in the new. Ve- 
suvius and Pelee were the instruments. God decides 
to take Abraham into his confidence. It is when Abra- 
ham finds out God’s purposes we get a revelation of the 
fine points of Abraham’s character. 
Abraham for Sodom is one of the most striking pas- 
sages in all literature. But alas our hero turns out to 
be a “Quitter.” Abraham stopped before God did. 
God afterwards saved a whole shipload because of one 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Les: for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

L. October 7.—Abraham, A Blessing to the Whole World. 
Genesis 12: 1-4; 18:17, 18; 22: 1-18; Hebrews 11 : 8-10; 
17-19. 

2. October 14.—Israel, A Missionary Nation. 

Execdus 19: 1-6; Isaiah 43 : 9-11; 45 : 20-22 

3. October 21:—Israel in the Midst of the Nations. Joshua 
1:1-4; Deuteronomy 4:5, 6; 8:7-10; Isaiah 2: 2-4; 
19 : 23-25; Ezekiel 5: 5. 

4. October 28.—Some Missionary Teachings of the 
Prophets. Isaiah 60:1-3; Jonah 4:10, 11; Micah 4: 
1-3; Zephaniah 3: 9. 

5. November 4.—World-wide 
perance Sunday. 


Prohibition — World’s Tem- 
Psalm 101 : 1-8; Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
6. November 11.—Some Missionary Teachings of the 
PHRMB, ~ kactvcrsssweet Psalms 47 : 1-9; 67 :1-7; 100: 1-5 
7. November 18.—Our Lord Jesus a Missionary. Matthew 
a 35-38; Mark 1: 29-39; Luke 8:1-3; 10:1; John 3: 
16, 17. 
8. November 25.—Christians Called to be Missionaries. 
John 17:18; Matthew 28 : 16-20; Acts 1 : 6-8 
9. December 2.—The Power of the Early Church. 
Acts 2:1 to 8:1 
10. December 9.—The Outreach of the Early Church. 
Acts 8:1 to 15:35 
11. December 16.—World-wide Missions. 
Acts 16:1 to 28 : 31; Romans 15 : 18-21; Ephesians 3 : 2-9 
12. December 23.—The Universal Reign of Christ — Christ- 
mas Lesson ..... Isaiah 9 : 6,7; 11: 1-10; Psalm 2: 1-12 
13. December 30.—Review: Christ for the World. 


The pleading of ' 
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godly man and his doctor (Acts 27: 22-24). Who 
knows but that Sodom might have been saved by one 
real outstanding good man? “Lot?” Yes, I know 
what the New Testament says about “righteous Lot” 
(2 Peter 2:8), but Lot in Sodom was not the kind of 
a man to save anything, not even his own family. 
Abraham ran true to form, and like the rest of God's 
friends to this very day, stopped first. Yes, we always 
stop before God does. Jesus illustrated it for uS in 
his great story of the Prodigal Son. The 
loved right on, hogs or no hogs! 


Faith and Obedience.—Because thou hast obeyed 
my voice (22:18). If Abraham was a “quitter” when 
it came to asking something of God, he was no “quit- 
ter” when it came to God asking something of Abra- 
ham. Abraham may have “let up” a little at Sodom 
and “let down” a little in Egypt, but the saving grace 
of Abraham was that he was ready to do unquestion- 
ingly whatever God had for him to do. That is why 
Abraham was “the friend of God.” And this very 
thing will make you the friend of God. Abraham's 
trip to Mt. Moriah with Isaac and the knife is the 
greatest exhibit of obedience in all history. The man 
who can develop such a quality in this day is a winner 
in both Religion and Business. As I have before noted, 
Edward Bok, in telling of his way up from peddling 
ice water at one cent a drink on the old horse cars, 
says he found the trouble with the young men he passed 
on the way was that they were not “thorough.” Did 
not do what they were told. My next door neighbor 
sold his steel mill for $18,500,000 cash. He used to 
complain to me, “I can’t seem to find any young fel- 
lows who will do exactly what I tell them to do.” One 
day after many trials he found one in a young ma- 
chinist. As you ride from Philadelphia toward Wash- 
ington at Claymont, near Chester, you will see the 
fine new plate mills of the Worth Steel Company. 
That boy built, and as I write, is the General Manager 
of that great plant. “Abraham, Hero of Faith,” yes, 
Abraham, Hero of Obedience, as well. Faith and Obe- 
dience will die too and have the same funeral and 
both be buried in the same grave (Exod. 23: 22; John 
15:14). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. - 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HE Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12: 1-3; 13: 14-17; 
15: 1-7, 18; 17: 1-8) presents prophecy in its most 
direct form. It is the immediate utterance of Jehovah, 
and is the first enlargement of his equally direct 
prophetic word‘to Eve (Gen. 3:15) concerning Christ 
as the “seed of the woman” —the genesis of all sub- 
sequent prediction. 
Two important features of the Abrahamic promises 
should be considered: 


First, The Sevenfold Promise to Abraham. 


« (1) A great nation, which is fulfilled in the Hebrew 
race, in a spiritual seed, and in Ishmael. (2) A per- 
sonal blessing, fulfilled to Abraham in things temporal 
and spiritual. (3) A great name. (4) Abraham, 
himself, to be a blessing. This is the subject of the 
lesson, and the fulfilment of this promise is seen in 
all the combined promises of the Abrahamic Covenant. 
(5) A blessing on all who bless Abraham, and (6) 
a curse on all who curse him, both of which are ful- 
filled in the history of all people and nations accord- 
ing to their treatment of Israel — Abraham’s seed ac- 
cording to the flesh. And (7) all families of the earth 
are to be blessed, this being fulfilled in the universal- 
ity of Christ both now as Saviour and as King in the 
coming Kingdom. 

Second, The Absolute, Unconditional Character o 


the Promise on the Human Side. Pa 


Like the present unconditional offer of eternal sal- 
vation by grace alone, nothing is required of Abra- 


_ham other than that he receive the blessing. 


Daas, TEx. 
ve 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
sory desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
treeded. 


Have You Been Vaccinated?—And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I 
curse (Gen. 12:3). Carl Ewald, in his volume, “My 
Little Boy,” describes an experience with his little son, 
whom he discovered in a crowd, ridiculing*and beat- 


The full list of lessons for 


Father, 
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ing a Jewish lad. After a_ kindly 
talk in his study, father and son rush 
forth to make amends to the little 
Jew, but fail to find him. On their 
return the father tells his child of Da- 
vid—a Jew boy, and of the child 
Jesus,—a little Jew also; and he de- 
scribes the long list of persecutions of the 
Jews and their achievements in spite of 
all. That night, when the anxious mother 
thinks the boy is feverish in his restless 
sleep, the father says: “That is not sur- 
prising. To-day I have vaccinated him 
against the meanest of all mean and vul- 
gar diseases.”--From “The Teaching of 
Citizenship,” by Bishop Edwin H. Hughes. 
Sent by M. R. Hamsher, Reisterstown, 
Md. 


Trusting Without Effort.—So Abram 
went, as Jehovah had spoken unto him 
(Gen. 12:14). “Speak to me now in 
Scripture language alone,” said a dying 
Christian. “I can trust the words of 
God; but when they are the words of 
man, it costs me an effort to think 
whether I may trust them.”—From Spur- 
geon’s Sermon Notes. Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Westmount, P. Q., Can. Prize 
illustration, 


Why She Trusted Him.—So Abram 
departed, as the Lord had spoken unto 
him (Gen. 12:4). There is a pleasing 
story of how the father of Matthew 
Henry, the commentator, won his bride. 
He was a Presbyterian minister, she an 
only daughter, and the heiress of a con- 
siderable fortune. Her father objected. 
“You see,” he said to his daughter, “he 
may be a perfect gentleman, a brilliant 
scholar, and an excellent preacher, but he 
is a stranger, and we do not even know 
where he comes from!” “True,” replied 
the girl, with all the acumen and in- 
sight that her great son afterwards dis- 
played, “but we know where he is going, 
and I should: like to go with him.” Do 
others have confidence in us because they 
know we are led of God?—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


Shanty Holders.—Because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son (Gen. 22:16). Sher- 
wood Eddy says that the great Madras 
Young Men’s Christian Association Build- 
ing was held up for months, after the 
site was chosen, the plans drawn, and the 
money provided, because two shanty 
owners would not let go their hold on a 
little ground_in the center of the plot. 
What is the name of that shanty in your 
mind which is holding up the great build- 
ing of character and service for which 
God has the plans and the means ready? 
—Sent by W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, 
N. J. 


His Permit.—/n thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed (Gen. 22: 
18). In Korea, the Japanese officials re- 
quire all mission workers to be registered. 
A policeman stopped one of the Bible 
Society colporteurs and asked for his 
permit. “Here it is,” said the colporteur, 
opening to the last chapter of Mark and 
pointing to the words of the Great Com- 
mission, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel.” The officer said, 
“Pass on.”—Sent by L. Esther Sayers, 
Muncie, Ind. 


How Blessing Comes.—Blessed 
(Golden Text). There is no blessing 
without blood. It is a startling fact that 
the very word “bless” comes from the 
word “blood.” Bless comes from the Old 
English blessien, bletsen, the Anglo-Saxon 
bletsian, bledsian, bloedsian, from blod, 
blood; and the word “bless” had probably 
the original meaning, to consecrate by 
sprinkling with blood. Thus the first 
meaning of “bless” is “to make or pro- 
nounce holy; to consecrate.” Since 
Adam’s sin God can consecrate human be- 
ings, and therefore bless them, only 
through the shed blood of his sinless Son 
Christ Jesus. We can be made holy by 
God, and be blessed, only as we accept 
Christ’s shedding of his blood unto death 
in our behalf as our substitute and Sav- 
iour. There is no blessing without blood. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson.—The man who dis- 
obeys God is riot a blessing but a bane, 
through his disobedience. The man who 
obeys God is sure to be a blessing wher- 
ever he goes. Abraham was obedient to 
God’s call whenever and wherever God 
called him, and thus God could use him. 
His work has lasted. On Dwight. L. 
Moody’s gravestone in Northfield are 
these words: “He that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.” Mr. Moody’s 
work is still going on all over the world. 
He was indeed a blessing to the whole 
world. Would you like to have your 
work count for the utmost every day, 
right now? Obey God! Would you like 
to have your work last through the years 
to coaua? Then obey God in the simplest 
things now. Do what he calls you to do, 
and let him choose the path for you. Who 
knows how widely you might be a bless- 
ing if you would but do this moment by 
moment? Ged is ever searching for obe- 
dient and willing servants. Are you really 
one, or not? Let us pray. 














AM I 
ELPING py OBEDIENCE ) 
URTING DISOBEDIENCE ¢ 
WHICH? 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Faith is the victory.” 

“My faith looks up to Thee.” 
“For all the saints.” 

“Fight the good fight.” 

“Hail to the brightness.” 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Lord is King” (108 : 1-3). 
Psalm 47 : 1-9. 
“God is King” (198 : 1-3). Psalm 99 : 1-3. 
“Come Ye to His Courts” (193 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96: 1-10, 13. 
“All Earth to Him Her Homage Brings 
(42:1, 3). Psalm 22 : 27-31. 





For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ENERAL PrincrpLte.—The need of 
the child should be the law of the 
teacher, 


Preview. — The Fourth Quarter’s les- 
sons afford opportunity for an accumu- 
lative emphasis upon the importance of 
missions. All children need a missionary 
impulse, which may be strengthened by 
Scripture verses, stories, songs, and such 
activities as children may render in try- 
ing to meet the needs of others. Stories 
of several Bible missionaries are included 
in the Quarter’s lessons. Several of the 
same characters were presented during the 
past six months in the series, “Great Men 
and Women of the Bible.” 

To-day’s Primary Topic.— Being a 
blessing to others. 

Lesson Teaching.—Every life may be 
a blessing to the world. 

Story Material—Genesis 12:1-4 af- 
fords very meager material for a com- 
plete story. Remember that six months 
ago, April 8, the same material was in- 
cludea in the larger portion about “Abra- 
ham Obeying God.” At that time empha- 
sis was given to the need of obedience. 

To-day’s story should include God’s 
call, the response of Abraham, who was 
probably the first missionary, the long 
journey with family, flocks, herds, and 
servants, the climax being God’s promise, 
expressed in the memory verse: I will 
bless thee ... . and be thou a blessing. 
The brief closing should add that God’s 
promise was true, that the whole world 


was blessed because of Abraham’s faith, 


trust, and obedience. Abraham’s name 
became great and is remembered now — 
four thousand years since God’s promise 
was made to him. 

Illustration —Mention may be made of 
another Abraham (Lincoln) and how he 
proved to be a blessing to others, and 
how his name has become great. 


After the Story—A mother who had 


several children liked to know that they | 


were safely in bed and happy. before they 
went to sleep. She often told them a 
story, heard their prayers, tucked them 
in, kissed each one, and then said, “Pleas- 
ant dreams and sweet repose.” As she 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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* By faith Abraham, when he was called . - . obeyed.” 
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started own stairs she said, “God bless 

you all. Good night.” The children 

soon went to sleep. 

When she was by herself, that mother 
surely prayed that God would help each 
one of her children to be a blessing to 
the world. Those children soon learned 
that the best way to be a blessing is to 
help others. 

Have you ever thought that we pray 
for God’s blessing in some of our songs? 
“A welcome warm, a welcome true, 

To this dear Sunday-school of ours; 

And may a blessing come to you 

Like sunshine to the flowers. 

For Jesus will himself draw near 

And bless us as we linger here. 

We welcome you with joy sincere . 

To this dear school of ours.” 

(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 
Peoria, ILL, ' 

we 

Say, Fellows— 
|Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: From coast to coast in one 
sun, 

Discussion: Compare with Abruham’s 
experience the challenge of to-day to 
Faith and Courage and Endurance. Is 
the future from to-day any less obscure 
from the human point of view than it 
was four thousand years ago? What are 
the elements of hazard to-day in the pro- 
gram of a real follower of Jesus Christ? 


Objective: Pioneering for God. 











AY, fellows, Lieutenant Russell 

Maughan, of the United States Army, 
had an ambition to be the first to sell a 
New York morning paper in San Fran- 
cisco on the same day it.came from the 
press; and he made a brave effort, almost 
reaching the goal, when the oil feed in his 
engine sprung a leak. He was a pioneer 
in the effort to fly from coast to coast 
between dawn and sunset. 

It’s great to be a real pioneer, fellows 
—to enter a territory that no other has 
discovered. Abraham was that kind of 
a pioneer. Not that he discovered new 
lands, but he penetrated an experience that 
no other man had known—a vast and 
beautiful country of Intimate Friendship 
with God. And because Abraham had a 
mind and a heart that took God at his 
word and stepped forth trustingly, “not 
knowing whither he went,” God led him 
out into undreamed-of wealth and priv- 
ilege. I’m not. talking about the camels 
and sheep and tents and servants and gold 
which God gave him; but of that other 
wealth which a man can hold and enjoy, 
both in this world and the next through- 
out eternity,—the satisfaction of being 
an honored servant of God! Is the dis- 
covery of a diamond mine to be com- 
pared with the thought of being God’s 
blessing to the world? 

Now, fellows, here’s.a secret. Noth- 
ing new, but it has been locked up from 
some of us, because we have not thought 
through to it. You, too, can be a pioneer ; 
yes, a great pioneer if you desire, — 
greater. than your dreams. You, too, 
stand upon the threshold of an unexplored 
experience; and in the infinite variety of 
God, it is different from any other. That 
is why you can be a pioneer. No two 
of us are alike. No two can have ex- 
actly the same experience. Moreover, no 
two years are alike, no two decades. Con- 
ditions are constantly changing. Lewis 
and Clark, great pioneers of a century 
ago, the first white men to penetrate to 
the Pacific on United States territory, 
through greatest hardship took six months 
to go from St. Louis to the mouth of the 
Columbia river. The pioneer of this 
morning aspires to span the continent be- 
fore twilight. 

Don’t you see, fellows, there’s a new 
“pioneerage” for you? Was there ever 
before to-day an October 7, 1923? Will 
there ever be another? And let me-tell 
you something else: you've got to be a 
pioneer, whether you want to be one or 
not; if you are not God’s pioneer, then 
you must pioneer for.the devil — and, be- 
lieve me, son, in that case you'll have an 
experience, but it will be one that ex- 























Lesson for October 7 
Abraham, a Blessing to the Whole World 


plores for Satan and enriches his king- 
dom at the expense of your own peace — 
and, worse still, at the cost of the serv- 
ice you might have beento God. 

Thus you stand upon the threshold of 
an Adventure. God calls you out to make 
it an adventure for him. Are you cour- 
ageous enough? Have you faith enough 
— are you wise enough to answer the call? 
Abraham answered it, and thereby at- 
tained to the title of “Friend of God.” 
God wants a new and trusting friend — 


a confidential friend —for a new situa-| 


tion to-day that has in it all the elements 
of success and happiness contained in 
Abraham’s experience. 

Are you ready to answer, fellows? 
Let’s say it: “Here am I; send me!” 


. Greenssoro, N. C. 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Girls hearing and answering “calls” 
from God. 


2. How Abraham’s call may help a girl 
answer hers. 











EARLY every great life of Christian 
service has been lived in response to 
a “call” heard in youth. Do your girls 
believe in “calls”? Has one of them 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Abraham w Afis s/onary 
Qualification 


ae 
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heard one in her own heart? What do 
they think constitutes such a call? Must 
one hear actual voices, as the Maid of 
Orleans believed she did? Is it ,only 
“just a sort of feeling that I ought bo do 
that,” or a sudden fancy for some fas- 
cinating new thing? Does not a call from 
come through two channels: know- 
ing and feeling some real need and being 
fitted to meet that need? 
2. What is there in Abraham’s call to 
help a girl to know and answer her own? 





First of all, his call came by degrees, 
one step at a time. He could not see 


either the whole blessed purpose of God 
or his final method of working it out 
when he took the first step in leaving 
his old home and kindred, to live that life 
of separation, in the land he knew not of. 
But, being sure God wanted him to leave 
Ur, he obeyed —and that your girl can 
do, in answer to that first little step she 
now sees in her “call.” As he obeyed, 
God led Abraham on, repeating that first 
promise to bless and make him a blessing 
to all the families of the earth each time 
a new obedience proved Abraham’s faith. 
Can you find those times in your Bible? 
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There were hard times and some set- 
backs in Abraham's experience, and long 
waiting-times — there will be for your 
girl, too, but like this old traveler, she 
will find that God is Jehovah-jireh, that 
he does provide for his faithful, obedient 
followers. Like Abraham she gay find 
those of her own family hindrances to 
her purpose, but like him she can be lov- 
ing to them and faithful to her call until 
a accomplishes his purpose through 

er. 

Read Genesis 22, especially verse 18. 

Decatur, Ga. 








Lesson I. 








October 7. 


| The Whole Bible Sunday-School Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Genesis, Chapters 1, 2 


Golden Text.—And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning,.the sixth day.—Genesis I : 31 


The Perfection of Creation. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons” on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, may be 
had from Biola Book Room, Los Angeles, 
Cal., at 5 cents a copy, or $3 a hundred. 
First Period—Adam tc Noah 
(Creation to Deluge) 
1. Oct. 7.—The Perfection of Creation 
en, 1, 2 
2. Oct. 14.—The Passing of the Scepter 
from Adam to Satan (emphasizing 
Gen. 3 : 15 as the key verse of Gene- 
sis and of the entire Bible) ........ Gen. 3 
3. Oct. 21.~—True and False Worship ..Gen. 4 


Second Period—Noah to Abraham 


4. Oct. 28—The Flood; The Promise 
(Rainbow); The Dispersion ..... Gen. 6-11 


% 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 
Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 
HE key to what Genesis teaches is 
f its first verse—a statement of eter- 
nity. Its first word (“In the beginning” ) 
was, and rightly, its name for a thousand 
years. Beginning here, Jehovah (1) re- 
stored the primal revelation (Gen. 3: 15) 
to chosen custodians (Rom. 3: 2; 9:4, 5); 


| (2) began a further revelation; and (3) 


gave in selected material (geneology, 
biography, and history, each necessary) 
a history of twenty-three centuries, re- 
sembling a woven fabric where God and 


| his acts are the warp and man and his 


acts the woof. 

The divine analysis of Genesis is indi- 
cated by a phrase of time (“These are 
the generations”), so used as to divide] 
the book into ten distinct narratives; the 
two first being divine, and the remain- 
ing eight human; the first moving from 
darkness to light as do God’s “evening- 
mornings,” and the nine from light to 
darkness, as do the affairs (Eccl. 7:29) 
and the days of man. Genesis means 


| “sources” or “origins,” and thus is closely 


allied to the phrase’s chief word, which 
means “to bring forth,” 4. e., the things 
brought forth to one. 
Historical Setting 

For what lies back of man’s experience 
but two sources of knowledge are possible : 
(1) God might reveal what took place, 
and he has; (2) it might be found in 
the record in the rocks” —both being 
of God there can be no conflict between 
the two, but the last must be interpreted 
by the first, and the first understood by 
proved (not deduced) facts of the sec- 
ond. The creation myths of the nations 
can be but debased fragments of a primal 
revelation to mankind. 


Geography 

Theories locate the Garden of Eden 
among the Armenian mountains, in the 
Euphrates valley, in Palestine, at the bot- 
tom of the Mediterranean Sea, or even 





at the North Pole; but changes to the 
earth’s crust, at the Deluge, make iden- 


tification impossible — the river that “be- 
came in four heads” cannot be identified 
with present physical features, and it is 
not’ necessary to identify the names of 
lands or rivers with those on the present 
earth (2 Peter 3:6); the names may be 
carried over from prediluvian scenes for 
fancied resemblance or be typical as in 
later Scripture; reality is indicated and 
the earthly scenes of those days described. 
East, the only compass point used, is 
constantly associated with idolatry by the 
Scriptures. 

How to Study This Lesson 

Key verse, Genesis 1: 21, “And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good.” This verse meets 
three lesson requirements: (1) That the 
two accounts be studied together (the 
first account of creation is given from 
I:1 to 2:3, the second is from 2:4 to 
2:25); (2) that God and his viewpoint 
be kept to the front; (3) that details fit 
the lesson scheme. Meditate on Isaiah 
55:8 and 51:6 and think God’s thoughts 
after him. 

Are the two creation accounts parallel, 
or is the second a sequel to the first? 
Note that the first account ends at 2: 3, 
while the second is the first section of one 
of the ten narratives (see Introduction) 
into which the divine analysis divides 
Genesis and which, beginning with 2:4 
ends with 4:26. While there are simil- 
arities, and while together the two ac- 
counts lay down every principle of man’s 
relationships, to God, to others, to the 
earth and its animals and products, the 
differences are most marked and numer- 
ous.—In-order to note and feel these con- 
trasts, the student should verify, add to, 
arrange in parallel columns and study the 
following: The first account is dominated 
by 1:1; Elohim, the Creator; everything 
good; leads to the day of rest; summary ; 
analysis; the yniverse as a whole; chron- 
ological; “natural”; connects man with 
God; gives the “fact” of man’s creation; 
and so on. Over-against these, the sec- 
ond account is dominated by 2:4; Jeho- 
vah, the covenant God; warns against 
evil; leads to the fall; detail; emphasis ; 
the first human pair; topical; “spiritual” ; 
connects man with the earth; gives the 
“process” of man’s creation, and so on. 

There are several possible analyses of 
the first account, and the student should 
work out his own. The following is sug- 
gestive and accords with the key verse 
as chosen: (1) Creation, 1:1; God 
(Elohim) met at the threshold of the 
book; the entire universe indicated; six 
false doctrines about God or the uni- 
verse are denied; (2) Desolation, 1:2; 
the earth, alone, is in view; it has be- 
come a ruin, but there is help in God; 
Rotherham translates: “Now the earth 
had become waste and wild, and darkness 
was on the face of the roaring deep, but 
the Spirit of God was brooding on the 
face.of the waters”; (3) Restoration, 1: 
3-27; the first three work periods and the 
last three correspond, the fourth marks 
the beginning of time, and the third and 
sixth have, each, two works of God; 
(4) Dominion, 1: 28-30; the works~ of 





three periods are subjected to man; as 
man needs God, so the animal and vege- 
table kingdoms need man; (5) Satisfac- 
tion, 1: 31 to 2: 3; the nature and character 
of Gods’ works satisfy his nature and he 
rests; not that God is tired (Isa. 40: 28), 
but that he is satisfied, and in order to 
express his will to man. 

The second creation account must be 
related to the narrative of which it is 
part. Study this analysis: (1) Prefatory 
Statement, 2:4; creation is first intro- 
duced and then the Creator; a new name 
for deity is used and continued through- 
out the narrative; “these are the genera- 
tions” shows the narrative to be an ac- 
count of what proceeded from the heavens 
and the earth, 7 ¢, man; (2) Introduc- 
tion, 2: 5-25; man is perfected, located 
with respect to the earth and its contents 
and put on probation; (3) Sin Enters the 
World, 3: 1-23; man sins; God passes 
sentence and opens a way of restoration 
through the promised “seed”; (4) Di- 
verse Seeds, 4: 1-26; the seed of the ser- 
pent destroys the “spiritual” seed and is 
permitted to work out its own destiny; 
the line of the “seed” is restored. 

Compare the following analysis of the 
“Introduction” with the text, note its 
weakness or strength, then construct your 
own: Earth’s King is (1) Produced, 2: 5- 
7; the earth, not yet perfected, awaits 
its monarch (compare 1: 26, 28) ; Rother- 
ham translates: “Now no bush of the 
field as yet was in the earth, and no herb 
of the field as yet had sprung up — be- 
cause Yahweh God had not sent rain on 
the earth and man there was not to till 
the ground”; the king belongs to both 
earth and heaven (2:7); (2) Put in Pos- 
session, 2: 8-15; his surroundings are per- 
fected, i. ¢., in the best part of the earth 
(Eden) a garden is “planted” (compare 
I: 11, 12) and he is placed “to dress and 
keep [guard] it”; (3) Placed on Pro- 
bation, 2: 16, 17; commanded both to eat 
and to refrain; the necessity, means and 
issue of probation; “choice is the privilege 
of free agents”; (4) Perfected, 2: 18-25; 
from his rib a helpmeet is “builded”; be- 
tween the pair there is perfect adjust- 
ment, for “they put not each other to 
shame.” 

Suggestions for study: In the first ac- 
count note “God’s ten sayings, seven see- 
ings, three blessings, and three creations. 

Can the brief time of Adam’s domin- 
ion (1:26, 28) be an adequate fulfilment 
of God’s purpose, or*was “the last Adam” 
(1 Cor. 15:45) always in view? “God 
always trusted in Christ and never faced 
a-crisis.” 

Is not “the interdeistic covenant” of 
1:26 the basis of every other covenant; 
compare Genesis 12:3; 1 Chronicles 17: 
14, Daniel 7: 14, R-velation 11: 15, etc. 

“Summary of Man’s Commission: (1) 
Dominion, the possession of power, see 
Psalm 8:6, Hebrews 2:8; (2) Multipli- 
cation, the propagation of the race not a 
result of the fall; (3) Subjugation, the 
use of power; (4) Cultivation, a need of 
animals and plants.” 

How does “after their kind” answer 
evolution? Revelation asserts that God 
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himself is the primal fact (1:1), and is 
the link between the sentient and non-sen- 
tient (1:21) and between the highest ani- 
mal and man (1: 27). 

Tabulate the several things which the 
second creation account declares that God 
did. +“ 

What four things did the earth lack? 
(2:5, 6.) 

What is revealed as to man’s (a) con- 
stitution, (b) circumstances, (c) capacity, 
and (d) connections? Articulate lan- 
guage sets man apart from the beast, con- 
nects him with God, compare 2:19, 20 
with 1:5, 8, 10) and places him in “the 
kingdom of the word.” 


Other Scriptures - 

For types, not already suggested: (1) 
Light and Darkness (see 2 Cor. 4:6, 
Matt. 4:16; 6:23; 1 Peter 2:9, etc.) ; 
(2) Sun and heavens (see Psa. 19: 1-7) ; 
(3) Garden of Eden (see Rev. 2: 7, etc.) ; 
(4) Marriage (see Eph. 5: 25-32, etc.) ; 
(5) Rest of God (see Exod. 20: 10, 11, 

‘Lev. 23: 24, 27, 32; 25:8; Col. 2: 16; Heb- 
4: 1-11), There are many others. 

Many Scriptures enlarge and apply the 
creation record and show that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Creator; for example, 
Job 38 to 41, Psalms 8, 24, 33, 90, 104, 
148, Isaiah 45:7-12, Proverbs 8: 22-30, 
Jeremiah 4: 23-27, John 1: 1-5, 14, Acts 
17: 24-27, Romans 1: 19, 20, Colossians 1; 
15-18; Hebrews 1: 1-12; 11: 3, 10; 2 Peter 
3: 5-13, Revelation 4: 11. 


Difficulties 

“In our image, after our likeness” are 
different things; “image” is substance, 
man was created a spiritual being and re- 
mains so; “likeness” is moral character, 
separable from the spirit, lost by the fall 
and restored “in Christ” (5:1, 3; 9:6; 
John 3: 3, 5; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 11:7; 2 
Cor. 3:18; 4:4; Eph. 4:24; Col. 1:.15; 
3: 10, etc.) ; “image” must not be thought 
of as physical; by “the breath [spirit] of 
life’ upon the “formed” “dust of the 
earth” man became “a living soul” (com- 
pare 1 Cor. 15: 45-49); there is a dis- 
tinction between soul and spirit clearly 
taught in Hebrews 4:12; man has a tri- 
partite nature (1 Thess. 5:23) which 
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may be a reflection of the Godhead, 
though “God is a Spirit” (John 4:24). 

Were “the six days of creation” of 
twenty-four hours each? If so, then God’s 
rest was less than twenty-four hours 
long, and Adam sinned on his first day; 
on the other hand, if they are ages, then 
they must have been alternate darkness 
and light. May we not suspend judg- 
ment and rather note (1) that the crea- 
tion narrative is so drawn as to be adapt- 
able to the scientific knowledge of every 
age, even of childhood, and yet always 
very far in advance of every acquisition 
of knowledge that man ever has or will 
make; (2) that the order of the six days 
of work and one day of rest has a spir- 
itual symbolism and an analogy in the 
progress of saved man from his ruined 
state, through regeneration, separation, 
liberation, fruit bearing, enlightenment, 
growth (both inward and outward), to 
true holiness, which is rest? The Hebrew 
word translated “day” is, in Genesis 2:4 
used of the entire period of six days of 
work and elsewhere in the Bible of ex- 
tended and indeterminate periods. 


Reference Literature 

“Christian Workers’ Commentary,” by 
Dr. James M. Gray (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3); “Genesis in the 
Light of the New Testament,” by F. W. 
Grant (Loizeaux Bros., New York, 75 
cts.); “The Gospel in Genesis,” by 
Eleanor M. Boyd (The Book Stall, New 
York, 75 cts.); “Genesis,” by W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D. (Westminster 
Press, 125 North Wabash Avenue, Chi- 
cago, 3 vols., $1.50 each). 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 
A Word of: Explanation 


In the First Baptist Sunday-school of 
Fort Worth, Tex., where the “Bible only” 
as a text-book was adopted two years ago, 
we thought a serious problem confronted 
us in the Elementary Departments. How- 
ever, when we planned the lessons we 





found that the stories in the Bible are 
as simple and as easily understood by 
children as the fairy tales they hear in 
their homes, or the elaboration often 
given by writers ef Sunday-school liter- 
ature in developing the lessons. Our ex- 
perience of two years ‘as abundantly 
proved that the Bible text is interesting 
to little children and simple enough for 
them to understand. 

These lessons are written from the 
standpoint of the Primary child, to be 


‘adapted also to the Beginners and Kinder- 


garten Departments. We follow the 
Scripture very closely. Children should 
be: taught God’s Word as it is written, 
and large portions of it word for word. 
Simplify and explain difficult words, but 
keep close to the text. 

Teachers, use your open Bible while 
you teach, and have pupils bring Bibles. 
Use their Bibles by marking memory 
verses for them. Teach them to learn 
verses from their Bibles instead of from 
lesson cards. Children will learn to love 
their Bibles and handle them before they 
can read a line. 


N THE beginning God created the 

heaven and the earth. The earth had 
no form and all was darkness. Then 
God: began making the earth a beautiful 
place where he might put man to live. 

All God had to do was to speak and 
create anything he wanted made. We 
read in our Bibles about how he spoke 
ten times to make the world. (Count ten 
times on fingers as story is told.) 

1. And God said, Let there be light; 
and. there was light. Then God made 
light and darkness. He called the light 
day and the darkness he called night. That 
was the first day of this earth: 

2. God spoke and made the heaven 
above us, and divided the waters from 
the heaven on the second day. 

3. And God said, Let all the waters be 
gathered together in one place and let 
the dry land appear. God called the dry 
land earth. The waters he called seas, 
lakes, and rivers. 

4. And God said, Let all the earth bring 
forth grass and fruit., Until then. noth- 
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for development and progress. 


By W. H. GRIFEITH THOMAS, D.D. 


Author of Methods of Bible Study ; Grace and Power ; The 
Christian Life and How to Life It; The Holy Spirit of hae THE varied and taxing work of the man in 
the field, Charles Ernest Scott is counted 
among the nmrost aggressive of the missionaries of 
the Cross in all of China... But his is not 
merely the aggressiveness and courage of a vigor- 
ous mind and an athletic, football-trained body. 
Nothing so fitful and feeble as that can meet the 
strain over there—or elsewhere. 
Scott’s prayer-life, his reliance upon God’s prayer- _ 
promises, his ful! confidence in God’s infallible 
Word, his exultant joy in seeing God work out 
the problem on any and every occasion, that ex- 
plains his abounding hopefulness and energy, and 
pioneer expectancy. ... 
the prayer-message with a humbling and penetrat- 
ing challenge to all who may have the privilege of 
reading these testimonies to the loving kindness of 
our prayer-answering Heavenly Father. 


219 pages, $1.50, postpaid 


God ; Evolution and the Supernatural ; and 
numerous other works 


F THE lives recorded in Scripture there are 

none more truly vaiuable than those of the 
Apostles of our Lord, because their association 
with Christ gave them exceptional opportunities 
Of these apostolic 
lives it is probable that not one is more. important 
than that of the Apostle John, because of his 
very intimate fellowship with his Master. 
studies of the life and writings of John, coming 
from the pen of the well-known writer, preacher 
and Bible teacher after years of intimate study and 
Christian service, will be found fascinating and 
profitable to preacher and layman alike, 


372 pages, $1.75, postpaid 
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ing had grown on the earth. When God 
spoke, beautiful trees, grass, plants, and 
fruits of every kind began to grow. That 
was the third day. (Let class name vege- 
tables and fruits.) 


5. And God said, Let there be lights in 
the heaven or sky, and God made two 
great lights. He made the sun to give 
light by day and the moon and the stars 
to shine at~ night. On the fourth day 
God made the sun, moon, and stars, and 
that made day-time and night-time. 


_ 6. And God said, Let’ the waters have 
living creatures, like fish and frogs, and 
let the air be filled with fowls and birds. 
On the fifth day God made all the ani- 
mals that live in the waters and all the 
birds that fly in the heaven. (Name dif- 
ferent fish and fowls.) ; 

7. And God said, Let there be every 
kind of animal.. He made the animals 
of the forest, like the elephant and lion, 
and those we have around our homes, like 
the cow and the dog and the animals 
that crawl. (Class name animals God 
made on the sixth day.) 

8. And God said, Let us make man in 
our image. He took the dust of the 
ground and made his body, breathed his 
own breath into his body, and man be- 
came alive and walked. God named him 
Adam, and he was the greatest of all 
God’s work, for he was made like God 
and had a living soul. 

God said it was not good for Adam to 
be alone, so he put him to sleep and took 
out one of his ribs and made a woman 
and gave her to him to be his wife.’ He 
named his wife Eve. 

9. And God blessed them and told them 
they would have power over all the ani- 
mals and birds on the earth. Then God 
called all the animals to come before 
Adam, and he named every one. 


10. And then God said, Ihave already 
made all kinds of fruit and vegetables, 
and they are for you to eat and for the 
animals to eat. And every year fruit and 
vegetables will grow again from the seed, 
Let man and animals grow more and more 
and fill the earth. (“After his kind” and 
“After their kind” occur ten times in the 
first chapter.) On the sixth day God 
made all the animals that live on earth, 
and man and woman, 

On. the seventh day God rested, and he 
blessed the seventh day as a rest day for 
man and animal. . That is the reason we 
have Sunday for a rest day and close 
the stores and working places and go to 
church and worship God. 


Memory Verses 


Kindergarten: “God created the heaven 
and the earth.” 

Beginners : Genesis 1: 1. 

Primary: Genesis 1: 1; 2:7. 

Fort WortH, TEx. 





Children at Home 








A Modern Deer Hunt 


(A Trug Story): 
By Zelia M. Walters 


AN and Joe had not lived in the new 

home long, and this pleasant spring 
afternoon when they saw their neighbors 
trooping off gaily to a frolic in the woods, 
they couldn’t help feeling left out, and 
homesick for friends they had left. 

“They might have asked us,” said Joe. 

“They would if they had known us,” 
comforted Nan. “There was one girl 
who looked at me, and almost smiled. If 
I had smiled back, I know she would 
have asked us. But I felt shy, and 
waited too long. And that jolly red- 
haired boy kept looking at your back. I 
most know he would have spoken if you 
had turned around. We'll know them be- 
fore they go to the woods again.” 

“Might as well go over in the field,” 
said Joe after a minute. 

“Yes,” agreed Nan. “There are lots 
of violets there, and perhaps we can find 
some cocoons that aren’t open yet.” 

The Warrens’ new home was in the 
suburb of the city. Houses were not 
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Lesson for October 7 
Abraham, a Blessing to the Whole World 


close together, there were open fields 
about, and the country and farms about 
half a mile farther on. The two started 
for the big field where wild flowers grew. 

“Joe, what is that?” cried Nan clutch- 
ing her brother’s arm. 

Joe looked and just gasped. Coming 
down the road that led countryward was 
a real, live deer. 

“A deer,” said Joe incredulously. “Are 
we awake ?” 

“Of course we’re awake, and. it’s really 
a deer. Where could it come from?” 

“What a beauty it is,” said Joe. “We 
ought to catch it. Wouldn’t it make a 
fine tg 

“Do they bite?” said Nan, prudently. 
For the creature continued to stroll along. 
If it saw them it was not frightened. It 
stopped now and then to crop a bite of 
grass by the roadside. 

“I must catch it,” said Joe. 

He knew how, too. He ran into the 
house, and came out with a coil of light 
rope. Not for nothing had he played cow- 
boy for two years. He*could throw that 
loop with remarkable skill, making it 
settle over any unmoving object, and quite 
frequently he could lasso one of his com- 
rades on a run. The deer was an easy 
mark. It was walking so slowly that 
he could hardly miss. As it drew nearer 
the houses the people were coming out on 
the porches to look at the pretty crea- 
ture, and now up ,the road two rough- 
looking men came running toward it. 
Joe knew that he must act quickly if 
he was to catch it at all. He threw his 
rope. The deer tossed up a startled 
head. The noose settled on its neck. 
Joe pulled it up very gently. The deer 
strained against the rope. But Joe gath- 
ered the loops up in his hand, advancing 
toward the deer, slowly, and speaking 
soothingly. Nan had run into. the house 
for some bread, and now she came be- 
hind Joes with the bread held out. The 
deer stopped pulling, stretched its head 
out toward the bread, and took a step for- 
ward to reach it. The-children stood 
and stroked its neck while it ate. Then 
Joe started to lead the deer toward home. 
It must have been led before, for it came 
with him quite willingly. 

The two men who now came up sug- 
gested that they kill the deer. Joe and 
Nan cried out in horror at such a sug- 
gestion. The men were two foreign 
workmen, who had not been in this coun- 
try long. They may have thought it was 
the usual thing for wild beasts to roam 
the streets, and no doubt supposed that 
it was quite proper to catch game for eat- 
ing that way. 

By the time Joe got to his gate all the 
smaller children were tagging at, his heels. 

“Where could it have come from?” was 
the question every one was asking. 

The Warrens put it into the empty barn 
behind the house. And the rest of the 
day that barn was a most exciting place. 
The smaller children came with arms- 
full of grass, or dainties begged at home to 
feed the captive. Surely no deer had ever 
fared so richly before. When the older 
boys and girls came home from the woods, 
they forgot that they were not acquainted, 
and swarmed over for a sight of the deer. 
The red-haired boy promptly suggested 
to Joe that they have a circus, and charge 
a penny admission. But Joe thought 
they’d better wait until they had a clown. 

“Oh, how I hope he’s just a wild one 
and doesn’t belong to any one,” said Nan 
as they went to the house for the night. 

For a week no one claimed the deer, and 
daily receptions were held in the barn. 
Each day the pretty creature was taken 
out for a walk. After he was so friendly 
that he would come at a call from Nan 
or Joe they would take him into the big 
fenced field, remove the rope, and let him 
run. They could catch him any time by 
calling, and holding out a piece of bread. 

Then one day a reporter appeared, took 
a picture of the deer, and the two young 
owners, put a story about them in the 
paper, and set all the town talking about 
the funny deer hunt.in the city. 

The next day a big automobile drew 
up to the Warren door. The real owner 
of the deer had come at length. It was a 
man who had a large estate some miles 
farther out. He was putting deer into 
a piece of woodland that he had fenced 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


in, and this young one had escaped 
through a poor piece of fence. 

Mr. Wayland was very much pleased 
to find the animal safe and in good con- 
dition. But he could not help aoticing 
the downcast faces as the children said 
good-bye to their pet. 

“You know you can come out and play 
with it whenever you like,” he said. “I 
am very much in debt to you for your 
care. And I had offered a reward of 
fifty dollars for his safe return. It’s for 
you two, for you both took care of him.” 

Then Mr. Wayland’s man led the deer 
away, but Nan and Joe brightened a bit. 
They could visit the deer sometimes, and 
there was the astonishing sum of fifty 
dollars for vacation use and fun. 


Cuyanoca Fats, Onto. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





October 14. What My Denomination Is Plan- 
ning for the Future. Luke 4: 16-21. 

October 21. What Is Christian Citizenship? 
Isa. 62:1-7. (Citizenship Day.) 

October 28. How Can We Answer Those 
Who Say That Prohibition Cannot Pro- 
hibit? Hab. 2: 1-14. 

November 4. Lessons from the Psalms. 11. 
The Church Psalm. Psa. 84: 1-i2. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 


Sunday, October 7 
Lessons from the Psalms. 10. The 
Word-of-God Psalm (Psa. 119 : 9-16, 
105). (Consecration meeting.) 





Mon.—The Word a sword (Eph. 6 : 13-18). 
Tues.—The Word a. seed (Matt. 13 : 3-8). 
Wed.—Points to Christ (John 5: 39). 
Thurs.—Divine food (Matt. 4: 4). 
Fri.—Source of joy (Col. 3: 16). 
Sat.—Keep the word (Rev. 3: 7-13). 











How sheuld we use the Word of God? 

What value has the Word of God as a 
guide? 

How can we help others with the Word of 


God? 
jor econ Fa shall a young man 
cleanse his way? That is a query of 
the times. The enemies of the soul gather 
about the young Christian. They perplex 
him in the activities df the day. They 
allure him with the glamour and dazzling 
lights of the evening. They pass before 
his vision in the still watches of the 
night. He who hesitates, who listens to 
the voice of the tempter, weighing his 
specious proposals, is well nigh under 
his dominion. The slightest yielding will 
rivet chains about his hands and feet. 
What can a young Christian do? There 
is only one thing to do, one way of vic- 
tory, one Victor. We search the writ- 
ten Word and find the Living Word, Lord 
and Christ. Wherewith shall a young 
man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word. 


we 

Thy word have I laid up in my heart, 
sang the Psalmist. The song is no longer 
his alone. It belongs to the saints of 
all the ages. There are those who can- 
not see why. They ask, “Why this em- 
phasis on Bible study, on storing it up 
in the memory? It is good literature, to 
be sure. But this ceaseless study of it, 
—there is no object in that.” Ah, but 
there is! There is a potency about the 
Word, as it is learned and cherished, as 
its unfolding wonder bursts upon us. And 
God does not idly or without. reason ask 
that we read his messages to men. It 
acts as a solvent in our hearts. Where 
the Word is, sin cannot be. Why become 
intimate with the Word? Thy word have 
I laid up in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee. 


I will delight myself in thy statutes. 
They will not be drudgery to read when 
we realize what they are. They are mes- 
sages from the heart of God to our 
hearts. We cannot be callous to their 
message when we discern their central fig- 
ure, “That one great Face who never 





changes.” He has laid bare the heart of 
God, a heart broken for other hearts 
whose foulness he knew only too well. 
But because of that breaking there is a 
joining together that otherwise might 
never have been. When we remember 
these things, our hearts are full of won- 
der at the condescension of Christ. But 
the clear impression dies too soon.. How 
quickly we forget! So God has painted 
his Son’s portrait as he was when he 
walked with men, in unfading colors, that 
we may turn to it again and again. It 
possesses more than the virtue of Ponce 
de Leon’s lost fountain. Its reading re- 
stores the keen edge to the blade of de- 
votion. It holds us close, so that we re- 
member Jesus Christ. I will delight my- 
self in thy statutes: J will not forget thy 
word. w 


With my whole heart have I sought 
thee. The quest has never been ac- 
complished any other way. It is all or 
nothing. It is Christ or the wofld. It 
is allegiance or rebellion. We are for 
him or against him. If we seek him 
with our whole heart, we shall find him, 
and be wholly his. He will be wholly 
ours. Barriers have been broken. Let us 
not raise them again. He has invited us 


to his board and placed the viands of life 


before us for our sustenancé. Who will 
be an ungrateful guest? Who will leave 
the house of the host? There is a per- 
versity about our fallen humanity, a per- 
versity which does not cease to tempt 
Christians. It is a perversity which bids 
us rise from the table of the family of 
God to seek the outer darkness, even as 
one of the twelve sought it so long ago. 
But if we have sought him with a whole 
heart, found him, and given him all, this 
temptation will have no power over us. It 
need not. But it will have a strange 
power over our wills if we are not yielded 
to the Living Word, and feeding upon his 
written Word. And the wandering in the 
outer darkness is to be alone with re- 
morse. With my whole heart have I 
sought thee: Oh, let me not wander from 
thy commandments. 
we 

With my lips have I declared. We give 
opinions every day. I{ our lips do not 
speak, our lives do. What are we saying? 
In the discussions of the great questions 
of duty here and destiny hereafter, whose 
opinions are we giving men? Our own? 
They are a guess in the dark. The niceties 
of the philosophers? It is easy for one to 
err therein. When hearts all broken with 
sin and doubt come to us for help, or 
when we go to them to comfort and aid, 
we must have something to tell them. 
Long ago the question was asked of One 
who spake as never man spake: “To 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words 
of eternal life.’ In the Word of God, 
and there alone, can we find the great 
words to which men may anchor their 
souls. With my lips have I declared All 
the ordinances of thy mouth. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


BAHAISM 


AND ITS CLAIMS 


By Samuel G. Wilson, D.D. 
Veteran missionary among the Persians 





A comprehensive treatment of Bahaism, 
its history, its general and specific 
claims, its relation to Christianity and 
insidious effort to supplant it, its oppo- 
sition to essential Christian doctrines, 
its relation to the state, to woman, to 
morals, and its progress in America. 
Are you aware of the prédpaganda for 
and astonishing growth of this strange 
Oriental cult ? Dr. Wilson has rendered 
a real service to Christians in this au- 
thoritative and complete review of a 
hidden enemy to Christianity. Pastors 
and leaders especially should read it so 
as to be forearmed and ready to warn 
any who may be drinking of its poison. 
300 pages, $1.50, postpaid. 


MAY BE ORDERED FROM 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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The Career of a Cobbler 


By Marcaret T. APPLEGARTH 


The marvelous life-story of William Carey told 
by Vishnuswami, a Hindu, to an incredulous lis- 
tener. In warm convincing fashion, with genuine 
local color and the glamour of the East. 75c, 


The Lure of the Leopard Skin 


By JosseHine Hore WesterveLt 


STIRRING tale of adventure in 

that part of Africa in which Roose- 
velt did his hunting for big game. 
An engrossing story that incidentally 
will provoke a real interest in foreign 
missions. 


$1.50, postpaid 
May be ordered from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 




















The Victorious Life 








For Keswick’s Auditorium 


HE roof on the front porch of the 

new Victory Hall at Keswick, N. J,, 
is being sheathed in at the present time, 
as this new dormitory nears completion. 
It is a building that will go far toward 
accommodating those who attend the an- 
nual Eastern Victorious Life Conference, 
which it is hoped to hold at Keswick 
during the third full week in Dag of 
next year. Keswick is being made ready 
for the holding not only of Victorious 
Life conferences, but for other sound 
Bible conferences which any group of 
God’s children may conduct there in the 
future. 

Readers of The Sunday School Times 
and others interested are asked to pray 
that God will provide an Auditorium by 
next summer. The minimum amount 
necessary to complete Keswick as a con- 
ference center is about $27,000 more than 
has yet been received, which is $23,132.- 
og. Gifts for the work may be sent to 
B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
and upon request pamphlets will be sent 
showing something of the natural beau- 
ties of this spot. 

b 4 


Calendar of Conferences 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

New York City, September 23, 30.—Cal- 
vary Baptist Church (morning and evening). 
The Rev. L. L. Legters’ Engagements 

Sandusky, Ohio, September 23-30.—Further 
information may be had from Mrs. F. Bloker, 
528 McEwen Street. 

Delta, Pa., October 7-14.—Protestant Meth- 
odist Church. 

York, N. Y., November 4-11.—United Pres- 
byterian Church, care of the Rev. Walter V. 
Watson. 
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IF 
YOU 


Or growing deaf and have head noises, don't 
neglect it! A host of people are to-day over- 
joyed as a result of a remarkable new kind of 
ear phone that enables them to hear perfectly, 
and not only human voices but the entire range 
of sounds. They are no longer lonely, unhappy, 
embarrassed. Thanks to’a secret parchment— 
like a diaphtagm—the marvellous new tiny ear 





phone is inconspicuously helping them to com- 
municate with others, and to clearly hear even 
the faintest musical sounds. Used and highly | 
recommended by thousands of deaf people, 
to whom you can write. Here is one letter 
received recently : | 
‘' Your instruments have greatly improved | 
my father’s hearing. The ead noises from, | 
which he sng od reatly have completely dis- 


eared. iss RR. Hauptman, 1313 Washing- - 
WG tocneé, New York Cy ome “e 





Free Pamphlet tells you all about the ear phone 
and about the special 10-day offer. Just mail a pos- 
tal to-day, or if possible call for free office demon- 
stration. Mears Ear Phone Company, Dept. 369, 45 
West 34th Street, New York City. 


“The End 
of Fhe Age” 


McConkey’s “hook on Prophecy. A 
companion volunie to his book on The 
Revelation. Simple, clear, elementary. 
Sixty thousand-circulated. Be sure to 
write for in -’ absolutely free to 


fps in ag e#ough to write 


- Address 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 


Dept. S., Bessemer Bldg. , Pittsburgh, Penna. 




















WANTED -— Useful firsthand reminiscences of 


D LMOODY 


We wish t» secure bona fide firsthand unpublished records 
ot incidents and anecdotes connected with D. L. Moody. 
Tell your story as briefly as possible, and mail to 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 
(The official Northfield magazine) 
EAST NORTHFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S. A. 
Inclo:e postage coupon if you want your MSS. returned 


Ge Sunday School Gines: 





Philadelphia, September 22, 1923. 





Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-863 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- | 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- , 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statics and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and | 
Shanghai, China. These rates include | 
postage, 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to | 
° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per | 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of | 
° copies less than five, $2 each, | 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 





The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
i631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Dally Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School . issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Revival, then Evangelization 


f7ORLD-WIDE missionary effort. is 

to be our special study during this 
new Quarter. Would that in this connec- 
tion a paragraph which appeared recently 
in the Christian (London) could be read 
and pondered by every present-day mis- 
sionary leader. If missionary boards 
could but realize that revival of the 
Church at large would double and treble 
the needed output of men and money, 
surely they would give prayer for revival 
a more primary place in their publications 
and appeals. Is it not a narrow: vision 
that urges prayer for only one small part 
of the field abroad, and sees not the tre- 
mendous need of the Church at home? 
The following is the paragraph (by the 
Rev. John Shearer) referred to above: 


“In every revival there is a re-assertion 
of the church’s missionary character. Men 
return to Calvary, and the world is seen 
afresh through the eyes of Christ. The love 
of Christ, the infinite_compassion of Christ, 
fill the heart, and the passion evoked by 
Calvary. demands the whole wide world as 
the fruit of His sacrifice. Thus the Evan- 
gelical Awakening of the Eighteenth cen- 
tury culminated in a mighty missionary 
movement that sent its life-giving stream 
to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 





October 1 to 7 


Mon.—Genesis 12 : 1-9. 
Promise of a New Nation. 
Genesis 1 to 11 is a record of pitiful 
human failure. The head of the race had 
failed. The race itself had failed. Some- 
thing new must be done. God is equal to 
the “emergency.” He narrows the “di- 
vine experiment” to a nation, Yet it too 
is destined to fail, but the chosen Seed 
which is yet to come will not fail. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Re-read the In- 
troduction above,-and pray earnestly for 
every home and foreign missionary board. 
Pray that God himself will put a BURDEN 


| of prayer upon EVERY member of EVERY 


board for revival of. the members of the 


| body of Christ, not alone in some particu- 


lar field, but throughout the entire true 
Church. 


Tues.—Genesis 15 : 1-7. The Promise Renewed. 


It is possible that following the great 
victory recorded in the preceding chapter, 
Abraham had fallen “a prey to despon- 
dency and terror at the probable revenge” 
that might await him; and to relieve and 
encourage him the promise is renewed. 
How wonderful God’s dealing! Does it 
inspire in us a faith like Abraham’s? (See 
verse 6; also Hebrews 11: 6.) 

Prayer SuGcEstions: Read again the 
Introduction, and pray for ALL evangel- 
ical leaders, all agencies of revival and 
evangelization, all pastors and mission- 
aries and evangelists, all Bible training 
schools, all Gospel publicity movements, 


all missionary schools and conferences | 


and papers. 


Wed.—Genesis 17 : 1-8. 
A Father of Many Nations. 

The Abrahamic covenant, as given in 
chapter 12 and confirmed in chapters 13, 
15, and 17, included personal blessing, na- 
tional blessing, universal blessing. See 
also Scofield’s comment on chapter 15: 
18. It was “wholly gracious and uncon- 
ditional.” Abraham was to be “a father 
of many nations,” and through Christ a 
blessing to all. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Read once more 
the Introduction, and tf after prayer the 
Lord leads you to do’so, write to the 
missionary board of your choice pointing 
out the TREMENDOUS necessity of prayer 
for the wxHoLeE Church if the Church 
abroad is to’ be saved from degeneracy 
and paralysis. If one member suffer, all 
suffer. 





Thurs.—Genesis 18 : 23-33. 

‘ Abraham Prays for a Wicked City. 

Abraham as an intercessor “drew near” 
(v. 23; see also Heb. 10: 22) ; he pleaded 
(v. 25; Heb. §: 24); he humbled himself 
(v. 27; James 4:10); he entreated (vs. 
30, 32; James 5:17). And it was only 
when ‘he ceased interceding that God 
ceased responding favorably. Read 1 
Samuel 12: 23 and Luke 18: 1, 

Prayer Succestions: “Half. of the 
four apinsene missionaries of .India are 
tainted with Modernism,” declares Wat- 


kin R. Roberts, secretary of the North-| 


east India General Mission and also of 
the Bible League of India. If this ratio 
prevails in heathen countries, think  o 
the appallingly aggregate results!~ M. 
ernism emanates largely from the home 
base. Pray! 
Fri.—Genesis 22 : 6-18. 
Faith is the Victory. 

Not once in to-day’s lesson is faith 
specifically mentioned, but that the en- 
tire incident is a record of obedience in- 
spired by faith is clearly shown in He- 
brews 11:17-19. “The Scripture can- 
not be broken.” The best commentary on 
the Old Testament is the New. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for each 
continent by name, and as far as pessible 
for each heathen country. Pray by name 
for each missionary whom you know per- 
sonally or by correspondence, and for each 
one of whom you know. Build a wall 
of faith and prayer about each one. 


Sat.—Hebrews 11: 8-19. Vision and Victory. 


Some twenty four times.the expression 
“by faith” or its equivalent occurs in this 
chapter, and in every case it signifies a 
seeing with the spiritual eye that which 
could not be seen with the natural eye. 
Bound up with the faith of God is the 
foresight. of God, which, communicated 
to man, gives vision, and victory. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Plan to write a 
holiday letter to as many missionaries as 
you can. Fill it with assurances of pray- 
erful interest. Urge the holding of a 
Watch Night service in every mission- 
ary station. The writer knows a busy 
saint of God in Ossining, N. Y., who 
writes regularly to some twenty-five mis- 
sionarics, filling his letters with cheer and 
encouragement. 

Sun.—Psalm 47. 
The People of the God of Abraham. 

Everything in this Psalm centers in 
God. There is a secondary emphasis upon 
“the people of the God of Abraham” (v. 
9), but the primary emphasis is upon God 
himself. All that man has and is (ex- 
cept his sin) is derived from the unde- 
rived life of God. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIonNS: How many mis- 
sionaries are on your daily prayer list? 
One of the busiest women known to the 
writer prays for hundreds of mission- 
aries by name, and God honors her 
prayers. Praise God for every missionary 
board and paper which continually urges 
prayer AGAINST apostasy and FoR revival. 
Ask God’s srectat blessing upon all such. 


A Helpful Bible Study 
Course in Genesis 


OR three summers past the American 

Home Bible Institute has issued home 
(or vacation) reading’ courses consisting 
of repeated readings of a selected book 
of the Bible, each time from a different 
viewpoint, during about two -months, 
and the taking of a test that the reader 
may ascertain what has been gained by 
the readings. F 

First presented at the annual banquet 
of the Religious Work Department of 
the Washington Y. W. C. A.,. in June, 
1920, the plan has gradually extended 
itself throughout the country. Sugges- 
tion sheets (not expositions) and test 
questions have been issued for Genesis, 
Ecclesiastes, Amos, the Gospel by John, 
Ephesians, and Philippians. 
courses consist of a portion of ‘the 
Psalms and of Paul’s letter to the Colos- 
sians. ; 

Shortly after the courses in Genesis 
and John, which provide for ten read- 
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ings, began to be used it was found that 
many readérs were doing actual study 
approximating that of regular students 
of the school in Washington. In view 
of this, the credit-certificate of the Insti- 
tute has been extended to these courses, 
the credit awarded being ‘determined by 
the hours of home reading or study, the 
written work, and the final test. The 


‘course in» Genesis will be particularly 


helpful to Sunday-school teachers and 
students.now pursuing the Fundamental- 
ist Whole Bible Lesson Course in that 
book. ’ 

The American Home Bible Institute is 
incorporated for the purpose of encour- 
aging the systematic grea Bre Study 
of the Bible with a view to better fitness 
for Christian service in our churches. 
The home reading courses are sent any- 
where on receipt of promise to use them 
on the lines suggested. No charge is 
made, but in order that the plan may be 
carried out and its usefulness extended, 
those using the courses may contribute 
to the necessary expenses. The address 
of the American Home Bible Institute is 
837 Allison Street, Washington, D. C 





Genesis 


Made Plain 


The wealth of Bible truth in Genesis is m 
plain if you use a SCOFIELD REFERENCE 
BIBLE. ‘The notes on this book of the Bible* 
are particularly numerous. ‘All helps are on 
the page where needed. A complete synopsis 
of Genesis is given. . 

THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE 
BIBLE, clear, black-faced type, $2 75 
durable cloth binding, red edges, * 
The same, large type edition, $3.25 
At all Booksellers, or from « 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS American Branch 
35 West 32d Street, New York 
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WINSTON- INTERNATIONAL 


RED LETTER BIBLES 


SELF-PRONOUNCING 
Bibles ond Testameats that Emphasize Christ 
All the ome, Types and NGM 
cies in Gid Teominees and Words of 
em New Testament are Printed 


Send for Mlustrated Catalog 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Publishers 
American Bible Headquarters 
250 Winston Building 
PUY YYYYYYYUYeyeYu YY YYYYYYYY VY 
WANTED—CONSECRATED. CHRISTIAN MAN, 25-35 
college trained, by réligious publishing concern ; 
for copy-writing along advertising and publicity 
lines, edit manuscripts, etc.; also to order print- 
ing—the manufacture of . books, pamphlets, 
tracts, etc.. Must be already familiar with print- 
ing and stag Bay details ; especially interested 
t 


in preaching the Gospel in print; Moody Bible 
Institute graduate preterred. 


Address GOOD NEWS, care of S. S. Times. 


Guticura Soap] 


—The Safety Razor— 


Shaving Soap 


apsh withoutmug. Everywhere 25c. 







































BRONZE TAGLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 
Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Nofseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of ‘churches using our.cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St. ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


























In ordering goods, or iff*making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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